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from Peruana (Peru) in its old wider sense. Peruana and Guyana were used to 
denote Spanish-America at least as late as the almanacs of Charles IPs reign; 
and the turkey, probably brought by Cortez to Spain, was long called the 
Guinea fowl. In Hindustani it preserves the other old name of Spanish-Amer- 
ira. Peruana. Blnteau, in his Vocabulario Portuguez e Latino , 1720, gives no cer¬ 
tain sound. 
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turned to Surat as director of Dutch trade. But the 
Dutch, accustomed to barbarian island chiefs, did not 
realize that they had come under an empire which in¬ 
sisted on good behaviour, and could crush the petty 
infidel settlements by a stroke of the pen. Even the 
English, backed by the imperial order for trade, had 
to rest satisfied with the protection assured to all resi¬ 
dents within the Moghul Empire, and were not allowed 
to fortify their house at Surat. The Dutch attacks on 
native vessels now involved us in the common disgrace 
of the European name, and while the Dutch were slaugh¬ 
tering us at Amboyna, in 1623, the English at Surat 
were held responsible by the Moghul governor for the 
piracy of their most bitter enemies. He seized upon 
our warehouses, threw our president and factors into 
irons, and let them hold their consultations “ in prison ” 
for seven months, amid the revilings of “ whole rabbles 
of people.” 

The Moghul government, however, soon learned to 
discriminate. It ceased, at any rate, to confound the 
peaceable English traders, who paid their customs punc¬ 
tually and abhorred images, with the Portuguese, who 
prostrated themselves like Hindus before a tinsel god¬ 
dess, and plundered the True Believers on the holy 
voyage to Mecca. In 1622 our factory at Surat had 
organized the fleet which destroyed the Portuguese 
power in the Persian Gulf, and so outflanked the north¬ 
ern base of the Portuguese at Diu, which had controlled 
the entrance to the Gulf of Cambay. The English, hav¬ 
ing thus freed the approaches at Surat from the menace 
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of the Portuguese, came to be regarded by the Moghul 
viceroy as a useful sea-police. 

But the Portuguese, although beaten out of the Gulf 
of Cambay and the Persian Gulf, still harassed the 
route to the Red Sea. Surat was the main exit of the 
empire to Mecca, and the Moghul government hit upon 
the device of employing one nation of the infidels 
against another to keep open the pilgrim ocean high¬ 
way. In 1629 it granted by a farman, or “ order,” 
letters of marque to our president at Surat to make 
reprisals on all Portuguese ships, whether at sea or 
in harbour. Next year a Surat governor again wit¬ 
nessed a repulse of the Portuguese from his river, “ our 
English ” driving the landing parties pell-mell into the 
sea, and “ not fearing to run up to the chin in water, 
even to the frigates’ sides.” We rescued the viceroy’s 
son in the sight of the whole people, “ to their great 
admiration and our nation’s great honour.” In the 
following winter, December, 1630, the treaty of Madrid 
declared that thenceforth the English and Portuguese 
should dwell at peace in the Indies, and enjoy a free 
commerce open to both—a consummation not to be 
attained by parchment alliances. 

The English at Surat thus early won for themselves 
a recognized position as trustworthy payers of revenue 
and as a maritime patrol for the Moghul Empire. On 
shore the empire was, within its limits, all powerful, 
but at sea it depended on mercenary fleets. As it held 
in check the pirate nests along the western shores of 
India by subsidizing the Abyssinian chiefs who had 
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settled oil that coast, so it looked to the English at 
Surat to keep open the ocean path of pilgrimages to 
the holy cities of the Red Sea. The Moghul supremacy 
was essentially of land origin. It had started from 
Central Asia, spread from the mountain passes across 
the Panjab, forced its way through the Aravalli deserts 
to Gujarat, and followed the courses of two mighty 
rivers, the Indus and the Ganges, to the opposite shores 
of India. From the vast hinterland of Hindustan the 
Moghul emperors were constrained to find an outlet to 
the ocean. But the great distance of their capitals in 
Northwestern India from the coast rendered it impos¬ 
sible, when they had found an outlet, to exercise an 
effective sea-control. 

On the east, Portuguese buccaneers and Arakanese 
pirates swept the Bay of Bengal, and the Moghul vice¬ 
roy had, by a special tax, to maintain an armed flotilla 
to keep open the mouths of the Ganges. On the west, 
the royal galleons and frigates of Portugal blocked the 
approaches to the Indus and the Gulf of Cambay. 
What the river fleet of the Bengal viceroy did for the 
Gangetic delta, the Indian emperors resolved that the 
English at Surat should do for the Arabian Ocean. Our 
squadrons formed, in fact, the naval complement to the 
land-conquest of Gujarat by the Moghul Empire. The 
anarchy which had ended just as we arrived gave place 
to a period of prosperity unexampled in the history 
of the province. Caravans came and went to all the 
inland capitals of India—Golkonda, Agra, Delhi, La¬ 
hore; the products of Asia, from the Straits of Malacca 
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to the Persian Gulf, were piled up on the wharves of 
the Tapti. Merchants flocked in such numbers to Surat 
that during the busy winter months lodgings could 
scarcely be had. A succession of able men directed the 
English factory; and soon after 1616 a Surat chaplain, 
Henry Lord, commenced those liberal researches into 
the native customs and religions, which are among the 
most honourable memorials of our Indian rule, and 
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which have done much to mould that rule to the needs 
of the people. 

The Company saw the position which its little band 
of servants had won on the Gulf of Cambay, and rec¬ 
ognized the president at Surat as the chief of the Eng¬ 
lish in India. After Amboyna the hopes of reviving 
the trade in the Spice Archipelago flickered out, and 
in 1630 even Bantam, its headquarters in Java, was 
declared subordinate to Surat. In the same year a 
calamity fell upon Gujarat which enables us to realize 
the terrible meaning of the word famine in India under 
native rule. Whole districts and cities were left bare 
of inhabitants. 
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In 1631 a Dutch merchant reported that only eleven 
of the 260 families at Suwali survived. He found the 
road thence to Surat covered with bodies decaying “ on 
the highway where they died, [there] being no one to 
bury them.” In Surat, that great and crowded city, 
he “ could hardly see any living persons; ” but the 
corpses “at the comer of the streets lie twenty to¬ 
gether, nobody burying them.” Thirty thousand had 
perished in the town alone. Pestilence followed famine. 
The president and ten or eleven of the English factors 
fell victims, with “ divers inferiors now taken into 
Abraham’s bosom ’’-three-fourths of the whole settle¬ 
ment. “ No man can go in the streets without giving 
great alms or being in danger of being murdered, for 
the poor people cry aloud, ‘ Give us sustenance, or kill 
us.’ ” “ This, that was in a manner the garden of the 
world, is turned into a wilderness.” 

The Dutchman estimated that it would take three 
years before the trade could revive at Surat. Indeed, 
one striking contrast between native and British rule 
was the slowness of recovery from famine in the Mo¬ 
ghul Empire. But the English at Surat clung to the 
wreck of their settlement, and their new jurisdiction 
over our other factories in India placed at their com¬ 
mand the whole of the Company’s ships in the Indian 
seas. A strong naval force thus came under the cen¬ 
tralized control of Surat. The Company had from 
twenty to twenty-five vessels employed in the East 
Indies, chiefly in port to port trade. In 1629, it declared 
that during the past twelve years it had “ sent out 



203 FIRST SETTLEMENTS ON THE BOMBAY COAST 

fifty-seven ships containing 26,690 tons, besides eight¬ 
een pinnaces, to be worn out by trading from port to 
port in The Indies.” 

To this scattered fleet, strongly armed and always 
eager to fight, the Surat factory added a local flotilla 
of stout sea-going craft, carrying two to six guns apiece, 
and charged with the defence of the Tapti estuary and 
Gulf of Cambay. Ten of these Surat “ grabs and galli- 
vats ” are said to have existed in 1615, during Captain 
Downton’s six weeks’ battle with the Portuguese, and 
from that year the permanent establishment of our 
Indian navy has been reckoned. In 1622, four of them 
accompanied the squadron which drove the Portuguese 
from Ormuz and the Persian Gulf. These Surat cruis¬ 
ers were greatly superior to the Portuguese “ frigates.” 
Yet the Portuguese “ frigates ” sufficed to make it un¬ 
safe for Dutch ships to lie in at the Malabar roadsteads. 
The broad lateen sails, light draught, and hardy rowers 
of the Surat “ grabs,” or galleys, enabled them to out¬ 
manoeuvre both the Dutch and the Lisbon galleons along 
the shore. When combined with the heavily armed 
English ships engaged in the port to port trade, they 
made up a formidable force. 

The viceroy at Goa now found his whole line of com¬ 
munication on the west coast of India dominated by 
our Surat factory. The English at Surat, on their side, 
felt the necessity for a direct trade with the pepper dis¬ 
tricts and spice ports of Malabar, which also remained 
the Indian marts of exchange for the more precious 
cloves and nutmegs of the Eastern Archipelago. Euro- 
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pean diplomacy had failed to secure peace between the 
Christian nations in Asia. So, in 1634, the Viceroy of 
Goa and the English president at Surat took the matter 
into their own hands and entered into direct negotia¬ 
tions. They signed a formal truce, which in 1635 they 
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developed into a commercial convention on the basis 
of the ineffective Madrid treaty of 1630. Two English 
ships were annually to obtain a cargo at Goa, two more 
might load at other Portuguese factories. The long 
promised liberum commercium between the English and 
Portuguese in India became an accomplished fact. 
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It was this talent of isolated groups of Englishmen 
for making their power felt in distant regions, that car¬ 
ried the Company through the dark days of Charles I. 
They turned their factory at Surat into a sea-defence 
of the Moghul Empire, convoyed noble and imperial 
devotees to the Persian Gulf on their way to Mecca, 
and guarded the pilgrim route. Their Dutch rivals, 
although much stronger in men and ships in Asiatic 
waters, found themselves on the Gujarat coast in the 
grip of the Moghul power. Nor did the Hollanders, 
secure of the Spice Archipelago, care so much to come 
to terms with the Indian Portuguese. 

But while our Surat factors thus secured a strong 
position and earned large profits for their masters, they 
also, in spite of their masters, did a lucrative trade on 
their own account. The Company viewed with mixed 
emotions the rising power of its servants in the East. 
It had seen its president at Surat commission a squad¬ 
ron in 1628 to wage open war on the Portuguese. But 
for a local factory to make a treaty on its own account 
with an independent European power was a dangerous 
audacity. Yet, in 1636, in spite of the home directors’ 
alarm and half-heartedness, this convention of the Goa 
viceroy with the president at Surat became the basis 
of the settlement of the Indies. 

Even Holland began to realize that, notwithstanding 
her Spice Island supremacy, the English understood 
the greater game of Indian politics better than her own 
servants in the East. The Dutch factors at Surat con¬ 
trasted their insignificance with the strong position 
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which the English, by the favour of the Moghul sov¬ 
ereign, enjoyed. In a letter from Surat to the governor- 
general at Batavia, April 30, 1634, they wrote: “We 
have no real power in these countries,” they lament, 
“ while the (Moghul) governors can always revenge 
any real or pretended affront, by laying an embargo 
on the Company’s property.” The truth is that the 
Dutch govemors-general at Batavia, domineering over 
their petty island chiefs, had the very worst training 
for the direction of distant factories under the irre¬ 
sistible Moghul emperors. “ The English get daily a 
firmer footing in India,” “ we should act in concert 
with the English,” “ a good understanding with the 
English is the best guarantee of our commerce in 
India ” — the Dutch factors at Surat reiterated in 
vain. 

From their height of prosperity the handful of Eng¬ 
lish at Surat were suddenly cast down. In 1636 ar¬ 
rived Captain Weddell of Courten’s Association, with 
a letter from King Charles to our president, intimating 
that under his Majesty’s authority six ships “ had been 
sent on a voyage of discovery to the South Seas,” and 
that “ the king himself had a particular interest ” in 
the expedition. Presently came news that two of these 
ships “ to the South Seas ” had turned pirates in the 
Red Sea and plundered an Indian vessel. The Moghul 
governor at once seized our factory at Surat, threw the 
president and Council into prison for two months, and 
only released them on payment of 170,000 rupees, or 
about £18,000, and on their solemn oath (in spite of 
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their protestations of innocence) never again to molest 
a Moghul ship. 

As in 1623 the Moghul government had held the 
Company’s servants responsible for the piracy of their 
public enemies the Dutch, so in 1636 it punished them 
for the piracy of Courten’s interlopers. “Wee must 
beare the burthen,” says a sorrowful despatch quoted 
by Anderson, “ and with patience sitt still, imtil we 
may find these frowning tymes more auspicious to us 
and to our affavres.” 

A still heavier blow was about to fall on the poor 
prisoners at Surat. While the piracies of Courten’s 
Association brought them into disgrace with the Mo¬ 
ghul government, the ablest captain of the interlopers, 
Weddell, resolved to snatch the fruits of the Surat 
president’s convention with the Portuguese viceroy. He 
sailed to Goa, and, on the strength of a letter from 
King Charles, got leave in 1637 -1638 to hire a house 
and to land his goods. After forcing himself, by the 
same authority, on the Company’s struggling factories 
from the Bay of Bengal to near the Straits of Malacca, 
he fixed his headquarters at Rajapur on the Bombay 
coast. The site was well chosen. It lay up a long tidal 
creek, in the independent kingdom of Bijapur, about 
half-way between Goa and the modern city of Bombay. 
It thus cut in two the Company’s line of communication 
between Surat and Goa, as the Company’s settlement 
at Surat had cut in two the Portuguese line of com¬ 
munication between Goa and Din. The Moghul Empire 
had not then advanced so far down the coast, and Raja- 
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pur formed a chief inlet of the Arabian commerce for 
the yet unconquered kingdoms of the South. In vain 
the Company’s servants at Surat protested and tried 
to found a rival station in the South. Captain Weddell 
secured by lavish gifts the support of the King of Bija- 
pur, and began to plant factories along the coast. The 
sagacity of his selection is proved by the part which 
these factories played in the subsequent annals of the 
Company. 

From home the Surat factory could get no succour, 
nor any certain sound from their distracted masters, 
then in their desperate struggle with the court cabal. 
We have seen that fifty-seven ships and eighteen pin¬ 
naces had been sent out for port to port trade alone, 
during the twelve years ending 1629. The Company’s 
records, which during the same period abound in jour¬ 
nals of voyages to and from India, preserve only eight 
such documents for the thirteen disastrous years from 
King Charles’s grant to Courten’s Association in 1635 
to his Majesty’s death in 1649. 

But the factors of the Company at Surat, although 
left to ruin, asserted their vitality in a wholly un ex¬ 
pected manner. They practically kept up the trade 
on their own account, continued to patrol the pilgrim 
highway, and maintained an attitude at once so reason¬ 
able and so resolute that the Moghul government re¬ 
pented of having punished them for the piracy of their 
rivals. 

As the emperor used the English to check the pi¬ 
racy of the Portuguese, so he employed them to bring 
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it to an end. The Portuguese had continued to plunder 
Moghul ships, subject to such reprisals as the English 
could inflict on them. But the English president at 
Surat had now made a treaty on his own account with 
the Goa viceroy: Why should he not also include in 
it the Indian government? In 1639 the Surat Council 
found themselves raised into negotiators between the 
Moghul governor and the Portuguese. The degenerate 
successors of Albuquerque and the half-breed corsairs 
of Goa for a time transferred their piracies from the 
Mecca route to the Bay of Bengal, and the cold shadows 
which had fallen on the Surat factory were again 
warmed into prosperity under the sunshine of the Mo¬ 
ghul court. However low the fortunes of the Company 
sank under king or Commonwealth in England, the 
Surat factory grew with a strength of its own. In 1657, 
on account of the prosperous condition of that factory, 
the Company decided that there should be but one pres¬ 
idency in India—and that Surat. 

I have narrated at some length the rise of the Surat 
factory for several reasons. It formed the first head¬ 
quarters of the English in India—a centre of English 
control in the East which had a vitality in itself apart 
from the Company in London, and which won by its 
Persian Gulf victory our first revenue grant—the Cus¬ 
toms of Gombroon—and profoundly influenced our later 
settlements on the Indian continent. It also illustrates 
the position which the English quickly secured in the 
economy of the Moghul Empire: as a sure source of 
revenue, a sea-police for the coast, and the patrol of 
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the ocean path to Mecca, gradually developing into 
negotiators on behalf of the native government. Surat 
forms the type of an early English settlement under the 
strong hand of the Moghul emperors. 




▲ SOUTHERN INDIAN SWORD. 


CHAPTER VII 

FIRST ENGLISH SETTLEMENTS ON THE MADRAS COAST 

1611 -1658 

T HE problem which lay before the English on the 
east coast of India was a more complex one. The 
Moghul Empire had not yet reached those distant 
shores. Instead of the firm order which it imposed on 
its provinces, the conflict of dynasties and races still 
raged. The inland Moslem kings of Golkonda advanced 
their boundaries to the Madras coast after the destruc¬ 
tion of the Hindu suzerainty of Vijayanagar at the 
battle of Talikot in 1565. But the remnants of that 
ancient Hindu dynasty had sought refuge, and again 
gathered strength, in its eastern maritime provinces. 
There, backed by the shore rajas, its feudatories in 
more prosperous times, the descendants of the Hindu 
overlords still disputed with the Golkonda Moslems the 
hill tracts, the river deltas, and tidal lagoons. 

The Madras coast looked out toward the Eastern 
Archipelago as the Bombay coast looked out toward 
Africa and the Cape. The Portuguese, advancing east¬ 
wards from their African base, formed their first and 
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most lasting settlements on the Bombay side; the 
Dutch, reverting westwards from their Spice Island 
dominions, established themselves chiefly on the Bay 
of Bengal. In 1609 they obtained a settlement at Puli- 
cat, a long, low isle with the surf breaking on its outer 



MADRAS. 

shores, and a sheltered lagoon stretching inwards to 
the mainland, about twenty-three miles north of Madras 
city. Its great backwater, or “ Pulicat Lake,” formed 
by the sea bursting through the sand-dunes of the coast 
in some ancient cyclonic storm, afforded a haven for 
the shipping of those days. 

In 1611 Captain Hippon and Peter Ploris in The 
Globe of our seventh Separate Voyage essayed a land- 







220 FIRST SETTLEMENTS ON THE MADRAS COAST 

ing at Pulicat. Floris was a Hollander who had learned 
the secrets of the Indian trade while in the Dutch serv¬ 
ice. Captain Hippon, with the knowledge thus ob¬ 
tained, resolved to strike into the port to port trade, 
which bartered the calicoes of the Madras coast for the 
spices of the Eastern Archipelago. Not unnaturally, 
the Dutch, who had meanwhile built a fort at Pulicat, 
“ did beare a hard hand against them.” The queen of 
the place refused even to see our captain, saying that 
a grant had already been given to the Hollanders. But 
Hippon, although cast down, was not dismayed. He 
sailed further up the coast, and landed at Pettapoli (the 
modem Nizampatam), at the mouth of a southern chan¬ 
nel of the Kistna delta—more exposed to the monsoon 
than Pulicat, yet sufficiently sheltered for a ship to 
ride out a storm. There he arrived on August 18, 1611, 
was well received by the local governor, and left two 
supercargoes to found our first shore settlement on the 
Bay of Bengal. Of its fortunes presently. 

In 1614 another captain of the English Company 
cast longing eyes on Pulicat. The Dutch “ Rector of 
all the factories upon that coast ” and his lieutenant, 
who was “ English-born,” feasted the visitors in their 
“ castle,” but firmly refused to let them trade. The 
Anglo-Dutch treaty of 1619 at length gave us this right, 
and at the same time compelled us to pay half the 
charges of the garrison. A band of English factors 
accordingly landed at Pulicat in 1620, and for a year 
their trade went “ roundly forward.” But the Dutch 
opposition, which was to culminate in the tragedy of 
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Amboyna, soon rendered our position untenable at Puli- 
cat, and in 1623, shortly after that tragedy, we had to 
quit the lagoon-haven for a refuge further north. Later 
English projects to reoccupy Pulicat came to nothing, 
and our first attempt at a settlement on the Madras 
coast ended in failure and a heavy loss. 

The mud-creeks of Pettapoli, where Captain Hippon 
had found shelter in 1611, promised, under the protec¬ 
tion of the powerful Golkonda kings, a better fortune. 
In 1614 Peter Eloris built a half-fortified factory at 
Pettapoli with a lofty flagstaff. But its mangrove- 
swamps were deadly, the trade was small, and the fac¬ 
tory was dissolved in 1621; a solitary merchant being 
left to collect country cloths from the fever-stricken 
delta of the Kistna. In 1633 the English again settled 
at Pettapoli, and the factory lingered on to 1687, when 
it was finally broken up by orders from home. What 
the Dutch were to us at Pulicat the pestilence proved 
to us at Pettapoli. A local writer in the records of 
Fort St. George, Madras, in 1687 describes the whole 
region as depopulated and the trade “ wholly ruined,” 
“ there being scarce people left to sow and reap their 
little harvest.” 

Thus perished our first two settlements on the 
Madras coast. But Captain Hippon, although he sought 
shelter at Pettapoli in 1611, seems to have suspected its 
unhealthiness, and after a halt sailed a few days north¬ 
ward, to Masulipatam. This ancient port (whose name, 
Masuli-patanam, or Machli-patanam, meant “ Fish- 
town,” and whose harbour is still known as Machli- 
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bandar, “ Fishport ”) lay north of the great projection 
of fen-lands and mud-banks formed by the mouths of 
the Kistna (as Pettapoli lay to the south) and was to 
that extent better protected from the monsoon. Around 
it stretched a dreary expanse of sand, flooded into 
swamps during the months of the rains. To seawards, 
silt-bars and sand deposits make it unsafe for large 
modem ships to anchor within five miles of the shore, 
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and from October to December the monsoon often ren¬ 
ders it unapproachable. Yet it formed a coveted road¬ 
stead on the open coast-line of Madras, and became the 
scene of bitter rivalries—English, Dutch, and French. 
Its earliest surviving tombstone commemorates the 
“ Chief by Water and by Land of the Dutch India 
Company on the Coromandel Coast. Died August 29, 
1624.” A later but more romantic memorial of the 
English settlers long shaded their dusty evening drive, 
and was known as “ Eliza’s Tree; ” after Sterne’s 
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“ Eliza ” (more strictly “ Elizabeth ” Sclater, or Mrs. 
Draper), who here solaced an uncongenial Indian mar¬ 
riage by a sentimental correspondence with the author 
of “ Tristram Shandy.” The tree itself was washed 
away by the cyclone wave of 1864. 

On August 31, 1611, Captain Hippon and his Dutch 
lieutenant, Peter Eloris, cast anchor at Masulipatam, 
loaded up The Globe with the local calicoes, and sailed 
eastwards to exchange them for spices at Bantam and 
the rich products of Siam. They left behind a few 
Englishmen to collect more “ white cloths ” pending 
their return. From that date an English trade went 
on; at first between Masulipatam and Sumatra or Java, 
but gradually throwing out offshoots along the Bay of 
Bengal, and eventually doing business with Surat and 
direct with England. Masulipatam was the chief sea¬ 
port of the Moslem kings of Golkonda, who were not 
subdued by the Moghul Empire until 1687. It formed 
the outlet for the Golkonda diamonds and rubies, for 
the marvels of textile industry which had developed 
under the fostering care of that luxurious inland court, 
and for the commoner “ white cloths ” woven on the 
coast. The profits from their barter for the gold, cam¬ 
phor, benzoin (“ benjamin ”), and spices of the East¬ 
ern Archipelago and Siam were immense. In 1627 our 
council at Batavia recommended their Honourable Mas¬ 
ters in London to send out each year £67,500 in specie 
to Masulipatam to be invested in country cloths, which 
would be exchanged in Batavia for spices at a profit 
of £135,000. 
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In Masulipatam the English found a half-way mart 
between the West and the Far East, scarcely less lucra¬ 
tive than the Portuguese seats of the Indo-European 
trade on the Malabar coast. We thus turned the east¬ 
ern flank of the Portuguese in Southern India, as our 
Surat factory had turned the western flank of the Por¬ 
tuguese in Northern India and the Persian Gulf. But 
from the first, or almost from the first, our captains 
had to struggle with the Dutch for Masulipatam. The 
inland court of Golkonda, however, knew the advan¬ 
tages of keeping the port open to all comers, and here 
as at Surat the English seem to have understood the 
greater game of Indian politics better than their Dutch 
rivals accustomed to trample upon island chiefs. In 
1613 the English obtained a grant for a fortified fac¬ 
tory, “ written on a leaf of gold,” from the Hindu 
authorities in the interior—although not yet from the 
Golkonda kings; while the Dutch made the local gov¬ 
ernor their friend. Next year the English felt strong 
enough to give a severe lesson to this petty magnate, 
who seems to have been unpopular in his own city. 
As he refused to pay a sum of money due to them, they 
seized his son and, in their own words, “ carried him 
aboard our ship prisoner in spite of one thousand of 
his people, to the Company’s benefit, the honour of our 
king and country, and to the great content of all the 
Moors.” Soon afterwards the local governor was dis¬ 
missed and heavily fined, while the English obtained 
leave to trade at Masulipatam as freely as the Dutch 
or any other nation. “ No factory in India,” says 
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a report in 1619, “ hath been so fortunate and 
thrifty.” 

But the control of Golkonda over its distant prov¬ 
inces was very different from the firm grasp of the 
Moghul Empire. We must bear in mind that the old 
Hindu rulers, whom the Golkonda kingdom displaced, 
still exercised an authority on the coast; and it was 
from them and not from the Golkonda court that we 
received our first grants at Masulipatam. The confu¬ 
sion was scarcely less wild than the scramble of rival 
native claimants on the same coast, into which the Eng¬ 
lish and the French plunged a century later. The re¬ 
treat of a rebel son of the Moghul emperor through the 
district in 1624 added to the disorder. The Dutch again 
won over the local governor, who made our position 
“ insufferable.” Unable to resist or revenge his “ foul 
injuries,” our factors resolved in despair to abandon 
Masulipatam. They declared they would never return 
except under a grant from the King of Golkonda direct. 
On September 27, 1628, they stole out of their factory, 
leaving all behind, and secretly set off in a small boat 
for Armagon. 

Their hard experiences in that wild roadstead fur¬ 
ther down the coast, I shall presently relate. In 1630, 
finding it impossible to collect a sufficient supply of 
the “ white cloths ” at Armagon, they crept back to 
Masulipatam. They returned to a city silenced by 
death, with no one either to help or hinder them. The 
great famine which desolated Surat had stretched 
across the whole Indian continent. At Masulipatam, 
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our returned factors reported that “ the major part 
of weavers and washers are dead and the country al¬ 
most ruinated.” “ The living were eating up the dead, 
and men durst scarcely travel in the country for fear 
they should be killed and eaten.” 

As the final annexation of Gujarat to the Moghul 
Empire had put an end to anarchy on the northwestern 
coast of India and enabled the English to settle se¬ 
curely at Surat, so the gradual establishment of the 
Golkonda Mussulman dynasty on the east coast gave 
us an assured position at Masulipatam. In both cases 
we commenced with permits from subordinate coast 
authorities, and were eventually forced to seek a guar¬ 
antee from the inland sovereign power. 

What the prince imperial’s grant to Sir Thomas 
Roe had been to our Surat factory, the “ Golden Phir- 
maund ” of the King of Golkonda in 1632 proved to 
the English settlement at Masulipatam. “ Under the 
shadow of Me, the King, they shall sit down at rest and 
in safety.” In return, our factors engaged to import 
Persian horses for his Majesty of Golkonda. Next year 
they were strong enough to send out a trading party 
northwards to attempt a settlement in Bengal. The 
importance of the Masulipatam factory declined on the 
growth of the more southern settlement which it 
founded at Madras in 1630. But in spite of the con¬ 
fusions arising from the struggle of the coast rajas 
with the inland kingdom of Golkonda, and of the subse¬ 
quent collapse of Golkonda itself beneath the advancing 
power of the Moghul Empire, Masulipatam remained, 
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and still remains, an important seat of Indo-European 
trade. 

Armagon, the roadstead in which the fugitive fac¬ 
tors from Masulipatam sought shelter in 1628, lay a 
few days’ sail down the coast, and about forty miles 
north of our first attempted settlement at Pulicat. 
Armagon now figures as “a shoal and lighthouse ” 
on modem charts, and its port, locally known as Durga- 
rayapatnam, or Durgarazpatanam, is but a poor village 
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with some solar salt-pans and no commerce. In 1626 
the English council at Batavia had obtained leave from 
the petty coast chief at Armagon to erect a factory. 
The flight of our factors from Masulipatam, two years 
later, made Armagon, miserable as it was, our sole 
shelter on the east coast. Resolved to hold it to the 
last, they landed twelve cannons from passing ships, 
and formed themselves into a small militia of twenty- 
three soldiers and merchants, against “ the depreda¬ 
tions of the natives and of the Dutch our first for¬ 
tified garrison in India. But the place was too poor 
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for aught save a temporary refuge. Country cloths 
could not be bought in sufficient quantity. Most of 
our factors flitted back to Masulipatam in 1630, and 
Arinagon was practically abandoned for a new settle¬ 
ment further south in 1639. Again the Company lost, 
in the end, the outlay on buildings and fortifications. 

The new settlement was Madras. In 1639 Francis 
Day, a member of the Masulipatam council and Chief 
at Armagon, proposed to get free of the struggle with 
the Dutch by founding a factory to the south of their 
Pulicat settlement. He discovered the place he wanted, 
thirty miles down the coast from Pulicat, with a prac¬ 
ticable roadstead, and a friendly Portuguese colony on 
shore. The local Hindu chief welcomed the English 
and obtained for them from his inland raja (the de¬ 
scendant of the once great Hindu suzerains of Vijaya- 
nagar) a grant for a piece of land on the shore and the 
right to build a fort. The local chief piously directed 
that the new settlement should be called after his 
father, Cliennappa, and to this day the natives know 
it by the name Chennapatanam; but the English called 
it Madras, probably from a Hindu shrine or legend of 
the place. 

Without waiting for permission from home, Day 
built an embrasured factory and christened it Fort St. 
George in honour of England. The Company, uneasy 
about the money already sunk in fortified factories on 
the Madras coast, viewed the new settlement as another 
hazardous experiment, but left the council at Surat 
to decide whether it should go forward. The Surat 
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council realized the advantages of a stronghold on the 
Bay of Bengal as a half-way house for the trade with 
Java, and gave their sanction. But six years later the 
Company at home had not forgiven its servants at 
Madras for the hew expenses into which they had 
plunged. In 1645 it summoned one of them before its 
court “ to answer the charge of the building of Fort St. 
George.” It let him off only on the ground that “ it 
was the joint act of all the factors; ” and “ if it should 
not prove so advantageous for the Company hereafter, 
it can be charged upon no man more justly than upon 
Mr. Day.” 

The little isolated group of Englishmen meanwhile 
pushed on the works, and, in spite of their Honourable 
Masters, founded the future capital of Southern India. 
The first General Letter from Fort St. George, dated 
November 5, 1642, announced that the chief settlement 
on the Coromandel coast had been transferred from 
Masulipatam to Madras. It humbly tried to argue 
away the displeasure of the Company at home, but with 
little success, for by 1644 the cost of the fortifications 
had mounted up to £2294; and it was found that an¬ 
other £2000 with a garrison of a hundred men would 
be required. 

The Madras grant gave us our first piece of Indian 
soil, apart from the mere plots on which our factories 
were built. It was but a narrow strip running about 
a mile inland for six miles up the shore, north of the 
Portuguese monastic village that clustered around the 
shrine of Saint Thome, or Saint Thomas, referred to 
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in the preceding volume. It contained, however, a little 
island formed by two channels of the Cooum backwater 
—a swampy tidal patch, about four hundred yards long 
by one hundred broad, which could be defended against 
the attacks of predatory horsemen. Mr. Day built a 
wall round this river-girt ait, with a fort in its north¬ 
ern comer, and laid out the enclosure in lanes or alleys. 
As only Europeans were allowed to live within the 
walled isle, it became known as White Town, while 
the weaving hamlets which grew up outside, under the 
shelter of its guns, were called Black Town. The whole 
was included under the name of Madras. 

The English had from the first secured their posi¬ 
tion by grants from the superior inland kings, while 
the Dutch preferred the facile support of the petty 
coast rulers, who more resembled their island chiefs in 
the Spice Archipelago. An English merchant pene¬ 
trated to Golkonda as early as 1617, and in 1634 the 
importance was recognized of keeping “ a continual 
residence ” there, in order “ to have an able man at all 
times so near the king’s elbow.” In 1645 the sovereign 
of Golkonda renewed the grant for Madras, and thus 
gained the good-will of our young settlement in his 
struggle with the feudal fragments of the Yijayanagar 
Empire. But two years later a terrible famine added 
to the calamities of the perpetual war between the Mos¬ 
lem Court of Golkonda and the Hindu coast chiefs. 
Trade came to an end, and our Surat factory had to 
send round a ship with provisions to save the Madras 
settlement from starvation. The Golkonda king, per- 
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haps struck by such a display of distant resources, 
became eager for a closer alliance. In 1650 -1651 he 
even proposed to form a Joint Stock with the English 
Company for trading between the ports of his kingdom 
and those of other Indian powers. 

This dangerous honour, like the proffered partner¬ 
ship of James I, was prudently evaded. But the Com- 
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pany in London perceived that a new future had opened 
for it on the Bay of Bengal. Hitherto Madras ranked 
as a subordinate agency to Bantam in Java. In 1653 
it was raised to an independent presidency. Presently 
the Honourable Masters at home, in terrible straits to 
maintain their position from day to day, took fright 
at the cost of its new fortified factory, and in 1654 
reduced the staff at Madras to two factors, with ten 
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soldiers for tlieir guard. The native powers at once 
detected this change of front; the Dutch, with superior 
forces on sea and land, seized upon the trade; and 
English interlopers flocked to the Madras roadstead. 
Then the Company, its courage revived by Cromwell’s 
charter of 1657, resolved to make Madras its effective 
headquarters in Eastern India, and in 1658 declared 
all its settlements in Bengal and the Coromandel coast 
subordinate to Fort St. George. Thenceforward Madras 
stood as the type of the system of fortified factories, 
which the conflicts of the native powers in South¬ 
eastern India rendered indispensable for the safety of 
European trade. 



CHAPTER VIII 


FIKST ENGLISH SETTLEMENTS ON THE BENGAL COAST 

1633 -1658 

I N' Northwestern India the English had adapted them¬ 
selves to the settled order of the Moghul Empire 
and won an honourable position as a coast-police and 
the patrol of the pilgrim ocean highway. In South¬ 
eastern India they had secured their settlements by 
grants from the inland kings, and by forts, amid the 
perpetual struggle between those kings and their half- 
subdued coast rajas. In Bengal they were to be con¬ 
fronted by a different set of political conditions. 

The great satrapy of the Lower Ganges, including 
Bengal Proper and Orissa, was in itself so affluent, and 
lay so far from the Imperial Court, as to render it 
almost a separate sovereignty. Only by long wars, 
and after repeated revolts, had it been completely an¬ 
nexed to the Moghul Empire. When the Afghan kings 
of Bengal went down before the Emperor Akbar in 
1576, they found a refuge in the adjoining province of 
Orissa. The slow subjugation of this dynasty, amid its 
hill-fastnesses and network of rivers, I have narrated 
in a work on the history of Orissa and its condition 
under British rule. 

The Moghul governors who succeeded the Afghan 
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rulers were so remote from the Imperial control that 
they could oppress on their own account; yet at the 
same time could call in the whole force of the empire 
to crush resistance to their oppression. This semi¬ 
independence of the Ganges viceroys dominated our 
position in Bengal. It was a personal element which 
the Imperial Court kept under strict subjection in its 
nearer province of Gujarat. But it influenced our 
whole history on the Bengal seaboard, from our first 
gracious reception in Orissa, to the caprices of the half- 
mad youth infamous for the Black Hole of Calcutta. 

The popular stoiy of our settlement in Bengal is a 
pretty one. A patriotic ship-surgeon, Mr. Gabriel 
Boughton, having cured an imperial princess of a severe 
bum in 1636, would take no fee for himself, but secured 
for his countrymen the right to trade free of duties in 
Bengal. It is true that Mr. Boughton obtained an influ¬ 
ence at the Moghul Court, but he did not go there until 
1645, and meanwhile the English had fixed themselves 
on the Bengal seaboard by no romance of Imperial 
favour, but by sufferings and endurance of a deeper 
pathos. 

The draft-treaty proposed by Sir Thomas Roe in 
1616 had mentioned the ports of Bengal as places free 
to the English, and visions of trade with that distant 
province flitted before the Company’s servants of Surat. 
Bengal was to be opened to them, however, not by any 
plunge of the Surat Council into the Eastern terra 
inrofjnita , but by the gradual advance of the English 
up the Madras coast. The “ Golden Phirmaund ” (far- 
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man) of the Golkonda king in 1632 encouraged the 
Masulipatam factory to send a trading party north¬ 
ward. Accordingly in March, 1633, eight Englishmen 
started in a native “ junk,” “ with a square sail, an 
oar-like rudder, and a high poop with a thatched house 
built on it for a cabin,” and rolled up the Bay of Ben¬ 
gal till they reached the mouths of Mahanadi, literally 
the “ Great River ” of Orissa. 

There, on April 21st, Easter Day, 1633, they cast 
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anchor inside the mud-banks of the Moghul customs- 
station of Harishpur on one of the tributaries of the 
Mahanadi River. The Hindu port-officer or “ Rogger ” 
(our sea-captain’s rendering of raja) behaved with 
Indian courtesy to the strangers. But presently, as 
we know from the account by the ship’s captain, Will¬ 
iam Bruton, which was published at London five years 
later, a Portuguese frigate steered into the haven, an¬ 
chored close to our half-decked boat, and got up a scuffle 
on shore, “ where our men being oprest by multitudes 
had like to have been all slaine or spoyled, but that 
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Lucklip the Rogger [». e. Lakshmi the raja] rescued 
them with two hundred men.” 

Ralph Cartwright, the chief merchant, leaving the 
boat in the joint protection of its crew and the friendly 
port-officer, proceeded with a small deputation inland 
to the Moslem Governor of Orissa at Cuttack, at the 
delta-head of the Mahanadi, or Great River. Their 
mission was to “ the Nabob of Bengal,” but our simple 
explorers looked on one native ruler as much the same 
as another, and they thought that the governor of 
Orissa would serve their purposes equally well. The 
kindness which they met with on their few days’ jour¬ 
ney up the delta—kindness which Hindu hospitality 
showed to any stranger from a distant land who came 
in peace—impressed them deeply. The imposing eti¬ 
quette of the court at Cuttack quickly brought them 
back to a sense of their position. 

The Moslem Governor of Orissa was Agha Muham¬ 
mad Zaman, who was bom in Tahran, the capital of 
Persia. This distinguished soldier and able admin¬ 
istrator was merely a deputy of the Moghul Viceroy 
of Bengal, but he was a polite Persian and knew 
how to combine courtesy with state, displaying a cer¬ 
tain simplicity, half-military, half-religious. By day 
the lord of a magnificent palace, at night he slept like 
a soldier in his tent, “ with his most trusty servants 
and guards about him,” as we are told in Captain 
Bruton’s “ Newes from the East Indies ” (published in 
1638), from which this quotation and those in the next 
two paragraphs arc taken. The gracious governor re- 
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ceived the three Englishmen in his Hall of Public Audi¬ 
ence amid Oriental splendour; affably inclined his head 
to Mr. Cartwright; then slipping off his sandal, offered 
“ his foot to our merchant to kiss, which he twice re¬ 
fused to do, but at last he was fain to do it.” Cart¬ 
wright presented his gifts. Before, however, he could 
finish his petition for trade, “ the king’s almoner ” 
gave the signal for prayer, the glittering court knelt 
down with their faces to the setting sun, and business 
ended for the day. Meanwhile the palace had been 
lighted up with a blaze of countless tapers, and the 
English returned to the quarters assigned to them in 
the adjacent city of Cuttack. 

The picturesque negotiations which followed read 
like a tale out of the “ Arabian Nights.” Cartwright 
came with two distinct objects: redress for the Portu¬ 
guese attack within a Moghul harbour, and a license for 
trade. The Portuguese captain lodged a counter-com¬ 
plaint against our crew, and each of the litigants pur¬ 
chased the aid of powerful officials. Cartwright asserted 
his title to seize the frigate on the bold ground “ that 
all such vessels as did trade on the coast and had not a 
pass either from the English, Danes, or Dutch, were 
lawful prize.” The Portuguese captain could produce 
only a pass from his own nation, which availed noth¬ 
ing, as the Moghul government looked on the Portu¬ 
guese as pirates, and had in the preceding autumn, 
October, 1632, sacked their chief settlement in Bengal. 
Accordingly the governor “ made short work with the 
matter, and put us all out of strife presently; for he 
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confiscated both vessel and goods all to himself.” This 
was too much for the English temper. To the aston¬ 
ishment of the courtiers “ our merchant rose up in 
great anger and departed, saying that if he could not 
have right here, he would have it in another place. 
And so went his way, not taking his leave of the Nabob 
or of any other. At which abrupt departure they all 
admired.” 

The governor, rather amused than offended by his 
audacity, gave him three days to cool down, and then 
ordered him into the Presence. Cartwright knew that 
his life and those of his companions depended on a 
nod from the State Cushion. Yet “ with a stem 
undaunted countenance ” he declared that his High¬ 
ness “ had done his masters of the Honourable Com¬ 
pany wrong, and by his might and power had taken 
their rights from them, which would not be so en¬ 
dured.” This was a new language to the polite Per¬ 
sian. He inquired of the Indian merchants before him 
what sort of a nation it was that bred a man like that. 
They answered that it was a nation whose ships were 
such that no “ vessel great or small ” could stir out 
“ of his Majesty’s dominions; but they would take 
them.” “ At these words the king said but little, but 
what he thought is beyond my knowledge to tell you.” 

The result soon appeared. The governor or “ King ” 
kept the Portuguese frigate, but on May 5, 1633, he 
sealed an order giving the English an ample license 
to trade. It was addressed to “ Ralph Cartwright, 
merchant,” and granted him the liberty to traffic and 
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be brought before the governor in person and decided 
by him in open durbar, “ because the English may have 
no wrong (behaving themselves as merchants ought 
to do).” 

Next day the governor feasted the Englishmen and 
sent them contented away. They built a house of busi¬ 
ness at Hariharpur, on a channel half-way down the 
delta, and, as they fondly hoped, beyond the malaria 


export, free of customs, at any port of Orissa, and to 
purchase ground, erect factories, and build or repair 
ships. We had now, by the circuit of the Indian coast, 
re-entered the provinces of the Moghul Empire, and 
there was no question of fortifications, as on the unset¬ 
tled seaboard of Southern India. All disputes were to 
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of the swamps. Next month, June, 1633, Cartwright 
founded the factory of Balasor further up the coast, 
and near the present boundary between Orissa and 
Bengal. The Masulipatam Council gave loyal support, 
by sending on to him the Swan with her whole cargo, 
just arrived from England; and on July 22, 1633, she 
anchored off the Mogliul customs-station of Harishpur. 
There she broke the silence of the swamps by firing 
three guns, but receiving no answer, sailed up the coast 
till she found Cartwright at Balasor. 

Everything seemed to smile on the adventurers, 
and they projected outlying factories at Puri in the 
southern extremity, and at Pippli on the northern 
boundary of the Orissa seaboard. But their brief pros¬ 
perity ended in disaster and death. The cargo of the 
Swan, chiefly broadcloth and lead, found no purchasers 
at Balasor, and lay for nearly a year unsold. The lus¬ 
cious fruits and cheap arak of Orissa formed tempta¬ 
tions which the English sailors could not resist, and 
during the rainy season the deadly malaria of the 
swamps crept round their factory at Hariharpur in the 
mid-delta as round a beleaguered city. 

Before the end of the year, five of our six factors 
in Orissa perished; the mortality among the sailors 
was terrible; and a second English ship sent thither 
had to make her way back to Madras with most of her 
crew stricken down by fever. It is difficult for us now 
to realize the miseries which the English, with their 
national habits of eating and drinking, suffered in the 
stifling forecastles and cabins of their ships, and in the 
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mat-huts which formed their sole shelter on shore. 
Even a third of a century later, When they had learned 
in some measure to accommodate their dress and man¬ 
ner of living to the climate, two large English ships, 
after one year of the climate of Balasor, were unable 
to put out to sea “ because most of their men were 
lost.” 

With their goods unsalable and factors and seamen 
dying around them, the survivors clung through the 
rainy season of 1633 to the footholds they had won on 
the Orissa coast. But two new scourges were added 
to their miseries. The Portuguese pirates from the 
Arakan and Chittagong seaboard, on the other side of 
the Bay of Bengal, swooped down on the river mouths; 
a Dutch fleet from the Madras coast and the Eastern 
Archipelago blockaded the roadsteads with pinnaces of 
ten to sixteen guns, strengthened by an occasional ship. 
Cartwright had to give up the idea of planting agencies 
at Pippli and Puri, the northern and southern extremi¬ 
ties of Orissa; his central factory midway down the 
delta fell into decay, due in part to the silting up of 
the river; and soon all that remained to the English in 
Orissa was the unhealthy settlement at Balasor. The 
parent factory at Masulipatam had enough to do to 
keep its head above the all-engulfing wars between the 
inland king of Golconda and his half-subdued coast- 
rajas. The Company at home, in the grip of court 
cabals, looked on the Orissa settlements as a new and 
unprofitable burden which had been thrust upon it. In 
the words of Wilson’s “ Early Annals of Bengal,” “ No 
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one cared about them; they were distant, unhealthy, 
dangerous.” In 1641 the ship Dycimond was ordered 
thither to pay oil their debts and bring away the fac¬ 
tors. 

But in the summer of 1642, after nine years’ despair¬ 
ing struggle for existence, the tide began to turn. 
Francis Day, who had just founded Madras, visited 
Balasor and protested that it “is not to be totally 
left.” After all, it lay within the Moghul Empire, 
whose settled order contrasted with the wild dynastic 
confusion further down the coast. The Madras Council 
shrank, however, from the risk, and referred the ques¬ 
tion home. Meanwhile the Company in London was 
exchanging the makeshift rule of Charles for the con¬ 
trol of Parliament. In 1650 it resolved to follow the 
example of the Dutch and to found a settlement in 
Bengal itself. Yet the perils of the Hugli River, then 
unsurveyed and without lights or buoys, rendered it 
unsafe for large vessels. The Madras Council resolved 
therefore to make Balasor a port of trans-shipment, 
whence cargoes should be carried in native boats round 
to the Ganges delta, and so up its southwestern chan¬ 
nel, the Ilugli, to Ilugli town, about a hundred miles 
from the sea. 

There, on the bank of a deep pool formed by the 
current whirling round a bend of the river, the Portu¬ 
guese had built a factory more than a century before. 
But having incurred, apparently, the displeasure of the 
Emperor Shah .Taban, while he was Prince Imperial, 
that sovereign soon after his accession resolved to root 
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them out. On a petition to the throne “ that some 
European idolaters, who had been allowed to establish 
factories in Hugli, had mounted their fort with cannon, 
and had grown insolent and oppressive,” he took the 
city by storm in 1632; slew one thousand of the Portu¬ 
guese (according to the native tradition), and carried 
off four thousand prisoners to his capital in Northern 
India, where the most beautiful of the girls were dis- 
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tributed among the harems of his nobility. It is said 
that of sixty-four Portuguese ships and 257 smaller 
craft anchored opposite the town, only three small ves¬ 
sels escaped to sea. 

A remnant lingered around their old monastery at 
Bandel, a mile higher up the Hugli, while the Dutch 
had a factory at Chinsurah, a little way down. The 
Dutch site was well chosen, for it marked the most 
inland point of the Ganges delta then accessible to 
sea-going ships. The ancient royal port of Bengal, 
on a creek which entered the river not far above Hugli 
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town, liad lately silted up, and the Moghul Government, 
after destroying the Portuguese settlement in 1G32, 
made Hugli the imperial court for the Ganges prov¬ 
inces. Hugli remained the chief seat of the maritime 
trade of Bengal until the founding of Calcutta, half a 
century later. 

The arrival of the English at Hugli in 1650 prom¬ 
ised an accession of trade to the new imperial port, and 
an increased customs-revenue to the Moghul governor. 
They came as four peaceable merchants who had left 
their ship the Lyoness far off in the Balasor roadstead, 
and only asked leave to sell the goods brought up the 
river in small native boats. The letter of instructions 
drawn up for their guidance mingled religious admoni¬ 
tion with shrewd commercial advice. “ Principally 
and above all things,” runs its opening paragraph, 
“ you are to endeavour with the best of your might 
and power the advancement of the glory of God, which 
you will best do by walking holily, righteously, pru¬ 
dently, and Christianly in this present world,” that so, 
“ you may enjoy the quiet and peace of a good con¬ 
science toward God and man.” In the next place they 
were to buy in the cheapest markets a cargo of Bengal 
sugars, silks, and “Peter” (saltpetre); to “enquire 
secretly ” into the business methods of the Dutch; and 
above all to procure a license for trade which “ may 
outstrip the Dutch in point of privilege and freedom.” 
They carried with them an able Hindu, Naravan (or 
“ Narrand ”) by name, who had been the “ Company’s 
broker ” since our first settlement in Orissa in 1632, 
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and who now repaid its confidence in the face of in¬ 
trigues against him, by rendering good service to us 
in Bengal. 

They also found a friend at the viceregal court 
then held at Raj Mahal, one of the shifting Ganges 
capitals, above the point where the mighty river splits 



RAJ MAHAL ON THE GANGES. 

up into its network of deltaic channels. Gabriel Bough- 
ton, doctor of the Company’s ship Hopetvell, had in 
1645 been lent to a nobleman in the Imperial service, 
and was in 1650 Chirurgeon to the Moghul Viceroy of 
Bengal, Shah Shuja, who was a son of the reigning 
emperor, Shah Jahan. In or about the latter year 
Boughton obtained from his patron a license for free 
trade by the English in Bengal in return for three thou- 
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sand rupees judiciously expended at the viceregal court. 
But as the document was lost three years later, by Mr. 
Waldegrave on a land journey to Madras, it remains 
doubtful whether the license confined our trade to the 
seaports or sanctioned it also in the interior. The 
Masulipatam factory rewarded Mr. Boughton with a 
gift “ of gay apparel a dress of honour suitable to 
a high personage in attendance on the Viceregal Court 
—and from 1651 onward the English were established 
as traders alike on the seaboard and in the interior of 
Bengal. These trading posts were at Balasor, and per¬ 
haps at Pippli on the Orissa coast; at Hugli, Kasim- 
bazar near Murshidabad, and one or two out-stations 
in the Ganges delta; and at Patna and subordinate 
agencies higher up the Ganges, in Behar. 

It soon appeared that this advance northward ex¬ 
ceeded the still feeble powers of the Company. The 
Bengal factories lay beyond effective control. Their 
staff, in spite of all pious instructions, plunged into 
irregularities which ended in two of them deserting the 
Company’s service, in the death of a third ruined by 
debt, and in the return of a fourth to Madras with a 
story that he had lost the Company’s papers. The good 
surgeon Boughton was also dead, and his widow, who 
had married again, was clamouring for a reward for 
his services. In 1656-1657 the Madras Council for the 
second time withdrew, or resolved to withdraw, their 
factories from the Bengal seaboard. 

But once again we were saved from the counsels 
of despair. In October, 1657, Cromwell reorganized 
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the Company on a broader basis. A commission to 
Bengal put down malpractices and. re-established the 
trade. Hugli became the head agency in Bengal, with 
a control over the agencies at Balasor, on the Orissa 
coast, at Kasimbazar near Murshidabad, in the Gan- 
getic delta, and at Patna on the higher Ganges in Be- 
har, as well as a supervision over the out-stations or 
local houses for buying goods. Each factory had a chief, 
with three assistants or councillors, a regular subor¬ 
dination of authorities, and a code of rules for the con¬ 
duct of life and of business. In the lowest grade of 
the new staff appears the name of a youth, Job Char- 
nock—the future founder of Calcutta. 

Bengal thus took its rank as one of the five impor¬ 
tant seats of' the Company’s trade, and was placed, to¬ 
gether with Bantam and the Persian factories, under 
the control of Madras, itself subordinate to the presi¬ 
dency of Surat. The year 1658, the last of the Pro¬ 
tector’s life, saw the Company’s affairs in the East 
remodelled upon a system of graduated dependence and 
control, under which its factories were to grow into 
settlements and finally into the British Indian Empire. 
The same year saw the deposition of the Indian sov¬ 
ereign, Shah Jahan, by his rebel son Aurangzib, and 
the commencement of the half-century of bigot rule 
under which the empire of the Moghuls slowly declined 
toward its fall. 
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THE COMPANY AND THE COMMONWEALTH 
1649 -1660 

The preceding chapter ends with the various English settlements that 
grew finally into the British Indian Empire, as will be explained more 
fully in the next volume. As an appendix, however, I include here Sir 
William Hunter's valuable discussion of the relation of the Common¬ 
wealth under Cromwell to the affairs of India. a. v. w. j. 

I N’ 1650 the East India Company, by command of the 
Council of State, effaced the king’s arms still re¬ 
maining on one of its ships. After the Restoration in 
1660, it sought in like manner to hide the memorials 
of the Commonwealth, and the great charter of Crom¬ 
well disappeared from the India House. Its official 
historiographer, Bruce, the only annalist who has made 
a careful use of its archives, holds up the events of 
the intervening period as “an awful example ” of 
a king and government “ subverted by factions,” 
“ duped ” by a “ Usurper,” and the “ victim ” of 
“ guilty ambition.” To the general historian those 
years appeared as a disastrous “ scramble “for the trade 
of India.” Cromwell’s own life was so full of great 
English interests, and so crowded by European events, 
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that his biographers have found no leisure for his deal¬ 
ings with the East India Company. 

Yet the manuscript records attest how decisive 
those dealings were. The East India trade ceases to 
be a pawn sacrificed to kings and queens in the game 
of royal marriages. It begins to stand out as a national 
interest, to be maintained by European treaties and 
enforced by a European war. In 1640, when the gov¬ 
ernor of the Company had rebuked “ the generality ” 
for their slack subscriptions notwithstanding the king’s 
promises, they replied, according to the Ms. Court 
Book: “ Until they shall see something acted by the 
King and State, men will not be persuaded to under¬ 
write a new stock.” They were now to come under a 
ruler chary of promise, but in action intrepid. 

Cromwell found the Dutch triumphant in Europe 
and Asia, our Indian relations with the Portuguese still 
left to the haphazard of local conventions on the Bom¬ 
bay coast, and Amboyna imavenged. He enforced from 
Portugal an open trade for the English in the East; 
from Holland he wrung the long-denied redress for the 
torture and judicial slaughter of Englishmen in 1623, 
together with the restoration of the island then seized 
by the Dutch. Chief of all, he definitely imposed on 
the Company the principle of a permanent joint stock, 
on which it continued until its trade was thrown open 
in the nineteenth century. Under Cromwell’s charter 
of 1657 was 'raised the first subscription destined not 
to be dissolved, but to grow into the permanent capital 
of the East India Company. The corporation passed, 
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with little recognition of the change at the time, from 
its mediseval to its modem basis. 

Bom in 1599, the year when the London merchants 
met in Bounders ’ Hall to project an East Indian voy¬ 
age, Cromwell entered the House of Commons in 1628, 
the year of the Company’s first appeal to Parliament. 
His charter of 1657 inaugurated the three cyclic dates 
of Great Britain in the East. It was fitly commem¬ 
orated by the Battle of Plassey in 1757, and by the 
reconquest of India after the Sepoy Revolt, exactly 
one hundred years later. 

But before his strong hand could make its weight 
felt, a period intervened when there was no king in 
Israel. From the Battle of Edgehill, in October, 1642, 
to the last scene outside Whitehall in January, 1649, 
Charles, whatever may have been his faults, cannot be 
held accountable for the distresses of the East India 
Company. One Parliament, with the king, a majority 
of the Lords, and a minority of the Commons, sat at 
Oxford. Another Parliament, with a majority of the 
Commons and a minority of the Lords, sat at West¬ 
minster. It was with this London Parliament that the 
Company had to reckon. The Houses at Westminster 
could levy contributions in the capital, they collected 
the customs, and controlled the shipping in the Thames. 
In 1643 they put a curb on the Royalist members of 
the Company by demanding a forced loan of its ord¬ 
nance, “ for the fortifying of the bulwarks, now in 
preparation for the security of the City.” On its re¬ 
fusal, the Commons declared they would grant an order 
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to the Committee of Fortifications to take them. So 
the camion had to be given up, and the next year the 
Company petitioned for payment or their return. 

The London Parliament was, in truth, in no mood 
to tolerate a king’s faction within the liberties of the 
City. In 1643 it cashiered the Company’s governor, 
sequestrated moneys due to Royalists at the India 
House, and forbade any dividends to be paid until the 
directors had had an interview with a committee of the 
Lords and Commons. Later in the year, the Parlia¬ 
mentary Government demanded a loan of £10,000, and 
the Company was glad to get off for half that sum. 
By 1644 the Royalist party in the Company was cowed, 
and the chief officers of its ships had taken the Solemn 
League and Covenant. 

This coercion cost the Company dear. It had lately 
opened houses in Italy to dispose of its Indian goods, 
almost unsalable amid the troubles at home, and in 
1645 one of its Royalist members, Sir Peter Rychaut, 
revenged his sequestrations in England by seizing three 
hundred bags of its pepper in Venice. Its captains, 
when clear of the Thames, were sometimes difficult to 
control. Captain Mucknell of the ship John, for exam¬ 
ple, carried his ship into Bristol and delivered it to the 
king’s general. Tie then sallied forth with three armed 
vessels to waylay other Indiamen, and the Company 
was advised to despatch two nimble pinnaces to scout 
among the Western Islands or Azores and warn its 
homeward-hound vessels of their danger. 

Amid this confusion, the Company still tried to 
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make a show of trade. With no hope from the king, 
by whose charter it existed, and in little favour with 
Parliament, it found its position almost as isolated as 
that of its servants in India. Like them, it evoked 
from the sense of desertion a resolve to rely upon itself. 
It entered, as we shall see, into direct negotiations with 
the Portuguese ambassador in London, and it almost 
succeeded in coming to an arrangement with the Dutch. 
It also began to strike out new trade methods. In 
1640, with the help of royal promises, it had tried to 
raise fresh capital under the name of the Fourth Joint 
Stock. But the public had lost confidence, and with 
the shares selling as low as sixty per cent., the money 
could not be obtained. 

Yet individual expeditions, if conducted without a 
dead outlay on factories, forts, and a permanent staff 
in India, yielded large profits. Laying aside for the 
time the project of a Fourth Joint Stock, some of its 
members subscribed in 1641 for a Particular Voyage, 
which should engage no servants in the East, but pay 
a commission to the Third Joint Stock for selling its 
goods and collecting a return cargo. Others began to 
take heart and got together a small nucleus for the 
Fourth Joint Stock. This double organization of indi¬ 
vidual voyages and a general stock led to grave diffi¬ 
culties, as it tried to combine the early plan of Separate 
Voyages with the Joint Stocks, or series of voyages, 
which had superseded them. Yet it enabled the Com¬ 
pany to struggle through the civil wars without alto¬ 
gether losing its continuity of trade. 
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That fate was narrowly averted. In 1647, when the 
House of Lords rejected the “ Ordinance for the Trade,” 
which the Commons had passed as a Parliamentary 
charter for the Company, the governor called together 
the shareholders. He explained to them that, while 
they had lost the privileges, they remained subject to 
the responsibilities of the royal grant. “ Every man 
had liberty to go to India,” but the Indian princes held 
the Company “ liable for what depredations ” any Eng¬ 
lishman might there commit. In this way they had 
already lost £100,000, besides another £100,000 from 
Courten’s trading. Courten’s Association, having 
reached the end of its resources, was carrying on busi¬ 
ness with counterfeit coin, pagodas, and reals, which 
it manufactured on a great scale at Madagascar, and 
so brought the English name into disgrace throughout 
the East. The Indian princes made the Company re¬ 
sponsible for this and similar offences. The governor 
advised the brethren, therefore, “ to draw home their 
factors and estate,” and the Company decided to wind 
up the Fourth Joint Stock. “ In regard to the troubles 
of the times,” they abandoned the idea of forming a 
new Joint Stock, but in order that the trade might not 
be wholly lost, they decided to find money for another 
voyage. 

Cromwell viewed the Tndia trade from a national 
standpoint, and regarded the Company as one of several 
alternative methods for conducting it. 'When a pro¬ 
tracted inquiry convinced him that it was the method 
best suited to the times, he strongly supported it. But 
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throughout he had the interest not of the Company, 
but of the nation, in mind. As he set himself, while 
still a cavalry colonel, to form an army of victory at 
home, so he resolved, as head of the Commonwealth, to 
create a marine which should give England predom¬ 
inance abroad. The Navigation Act of 1651 served as 
his New Model for winning the supremacy of the seas. 
The East India Company, its charters, and its rivals, 
were merely instruments for carrying out this great 
design. 

Yet if Cromwell long stood aloof from the Company 
in its domestic distresses, he lost no time in dealing 
with its foreign enemies. In 1650 it petitioned “ the 
Supreme Authority of this Nation, the High Court of 
the Parliament of England,” for help against Holland. 
After a list of Dutch injuries, involving an alleged loss 
of two millions sterling during the past twenty years, 
it declared that it had repeatedly laid its wrongs before 
the king and Council, and had prayed in vain “ that 
satisfaction should be demanded from the States-Gen- 
eral.” Parliament received the petition with favour, 
and on the same day voted that it be referred for con¬ 
sideration by the Council of State. But Cromwell had 
Scotland on his hands, and he intended, if a Dutch war 
must come, to wage it on wider issues. So next year, 
1651, the Company twice brought its Dutch grievances 
before the Council of State, and again in January, 1652. 
Cromwell was now ready, and the wrongs of the East 
India Company furnished one of the causes of the war 
with Holland declared in the following summer. Next 
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year the Company supplied saltpetre for the navy, and 
offered to equip a fleet of its own, which, with the aid 
of a few ships to be lent by the government, would turn 
the Dutch flank by carrying the war into the Indian 
seas. The proposal w T as not accepted, but compensa¬ 
tion to the East India Company figured largely among 
the final spoils of victory. In 1653 a Dutch fleet threat¬ 
ened our factory at 
Surat. The Moghul 
government, however, 
did not allow private 
wars between Europe¬ 
ans within its domin¬ 
ions, so the Hollanders 
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Gulf, where they captured three English ships. The 
Company’s trade at Bantam was also suspended during 
the war. 

By the treaty of 1654, which restored peace, Hol¬ 
land pledged herself “ that justice should be done upon 
those who were partakers or accomplices in the massa¬ 
cre of the English at Ambovna, as the Republic of 
England is pleased to term that fact,” and sent com¬ 
missioners to London to settle all money claims. By 
this time the torturers and the tortured had alike 
passed away; it only remained to offer some, solatium 
to the heirs of the victims and to compensate the Com¬ 
pany for its losses. Twelve years previously the Com¬ 
pany, hopeless of action by the king, was willing to 
compound privately with the Dutch for a payment of 
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£50,000, and the negotiations had broken down only 
as the Dutch demanded the relinquishment of its rights 
in the island of Pularoon. It now produced a swollen 
bill of two and one-half millions sterling for Dutch 
injuries perpetrated from 1611 to 1652. The Dutch 
gravely replied by counter-claims amounting to nearly 
three millions. 

But the Protector was not to be trifled with, and 
had resolved that any questions left open at the end 
of three months should be referred for arbitration to 
the Protestant Swiss Cantons. So the commissioners 
made short work of the huge totals, and, striking a 
balance, declared that the Dutch Company must pay 
£85,000 to the London Company, besides £3615 to the 
heirs or executors of the Amboyna victims, and must 
restore Pularoon to the English. The sum thus 
awarded to the London Company was more than half 
as much again as that for which it would, in its des¬ 
pondency, have settled privately with the Dutch in 
1642. Oliver sternly let it know, however, that it held 
Pularoon only in trust, and must “ plant and manage 
the island so that it may not be lost to the nation.” 

In the same summer of 1654, Cromwell put an end 
for ever to the exclusive claims of Portugal in the East 
—claims based on the Papal Bull of 1493, but embodied 
during a century and a half in the public law of Eu¬ 
rope. With regard to this matter also the Company 
had tried to accomplish by private negotiation what 
royal diplomacy had failed to effect. The commercial 
convention between its president at Surat and the Goa 
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viceroy in 1635 seemed to open the door to an inter¬ 
national settlement of the Indies. When the instrument 
reached England, the Company applied to King Charles 
and to his minister at Madrid with this end in view, 
as usual without practical result. After the separation 
of the crowns of Spain and Portugal in 1640, our Surat 
president again entered into negotiations on his own 
account with the Goa viceroy, and obtained from him 
letters to the Portuguese ambassador in London. The 
directors in England also addressed his Excellency. 
But the Portuguese ambassador distrusted their ama¬ 
teur diplomacy and would grant no settled peace in 
the Indies; indeed, only a further truce for two years. 
In 1642 Charles I, while arranging for freedom of trade 
between England and Portugal, agreed that their rela¬ 
tions in India should remain for three years more on 
the basis of the local Surat-Goa Convention. 

Cromwell had no liking for such private negotia¬ 
tions. Resenting the shelter given by Portugal to 
Prince Rupert’s fleet, he prepared the way for peace 
by Blake’s cannon, and three months after the Dutch 
submission he extorted a final settlement from Portu¬ 
gal. His Portuguese treaty of July, 1654, placed on 
an international basis the right of English ships to 
trade to any Portuguese possession in the East Indies. 

In all this Cromwell made no pretence of special 
favour to the Company. To him the India trade was 
one of the great English interests to be subserved by 
the treaties which followed European wars. Yet as 
the Company was a chief gainer from the national sue- 
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Smoking is almost as common in India as it is throughout the rest 
of the world, and although the Moghul Emperor Jahangir , in the six¬ 
teenth century, like King James, issued a counterblast against tobacco, the 
Hindu, the Moslem, and even occasionally the Parsi, enjoys his “hookah* 
or " hubble-bubble " or, if he can afford it, his briar-ivood pipe end cigar. 
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cesses, lie thought it should contribute to their cost. 
In 1649 the commissioners of the navy constrained it 
to lend £4000; in July, 1655, Cromwell borrowed from 
it £50,000; and in October of the same year another 
£10,000 to pay Blake’s seamen. These loans were 
strictly applied to public purposes and faithfully re¬ 
paid. 

But Cromwell expected from the Company not 
money alone. In 1652 the Council demanded from it, 
without success, two ships of war “ for Defence of the 
Bight and Honour of this Nation. ” To secure Pularoon 
the Company was called, in 1656, to provide £30,000 
for fortifications, guard-pinnaces, and cannon, together 
with a garrison of eighty Englishmen and over two 
hundred native soldiers. As the Dutch rooted up the 
spice-trees before they even pretended to deliver over 
the island, no speedy return could be expected. Indeed, 
the money had to be levied by a contribution from the 
shareholders of twenty per cent, on their original ven¬ 
tures. When, therefore, the Protector started, also in 
1656, his project of a volunteer fleet, the Company 
found itself compelled to hold aloof. He ordered it to 
send representatives to arrange with other trading 
bodies and himself for the equipment of thirty-nine 
men-of-war as convoys. The wearied directors replied 
that the existing dues already amounted to ten per 
cent., and that they could not possibly pay more. 

By this time Cromwell had inquired into the affairs 
of the Company and knew that it could not bear fur¬ 
ther burdens. But while considerate to its distresses, 
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he brooked no private diplomacy such as the Company 
had carried on during the late reign with the Dutch and 
Portuguese. In the moment of granting his charter 
of 1657, the Protector called it sharply to task for at¬ 
tempting to negotiate on its own account with Holland. 
The directors had sought redress from the Dutch ambas¬ 
sador in London for a fresh infringement of their rights 
in the East. His Excellency, like most foreign repre¬ 
sentatives under Cromwell’s rule, proved gracious. 
But the Protector intimated his displeasure at the 
Company’s approaching a foreign minister without his 
knowledge, and commanded it to submit all grievances 
to himself. 

"While Cromwell thus both strengthened and con¬ 
trolled the Company in regard to its foreign enemies, 
he intervened with reluctance between it and domestic 
rivals. For several years after the death of King 
Charles the task of constructing a government in Eng¬ 
land, and of defending it by arms, left him no leisure 
for trade wrangles. The Council of State, which mean¬ 
while carried on the civil administration, found itself 
besieged by three sets of applicants for the Eastern 
traffic. Foremost among them was the Company, 
founding its monopoly on a royal charter, but on a 
royal charter so tampered with by royalty itself as to 
have lost much of its value. Next came Courten’s As¬ 
sociation, which also based its claims on a royal grant. 
In the background the great merchants of London and 
Bristol, belonging to neither of these societies, clam¬ 
oured for an open trade in the joint interests of them- 
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selves and the nation. We have seen that the attempt 
in 1647 to embody the Company’s charter into an Act 
of Parliament failed; the Ordinance for the Trade, 
although it passed through the Commons, was rejected 
by the House of Lords. After the king’s death in 1649, 
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therefore, the Council of State had to face the whole 
question anew. 

It did so in no revolutionary spirit. Without going 
into constitutional questions as to how far a trade- 
charter from King James held good under the Com¬ 
monwealth, it took up the matter as it was left by the 
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abortive action of Parliament in 1647. It counselled 
the Company to come to terms with Courten’s Associa¬ 
tion, and it refused to interfere until they themselves 
arrived at a settlement. Both the rivals had reached 
the brink of ruin. Courten’s Association, or the Assada 
Merchants as they were now called from their planta¬ 
tion on Assada Isle at Madagascar, were almost bank¬ 
rupt. We have seen them reduced to carrying on their 
trade by a manufacture of counterfeit coin, and they 
had offered to surrender their factories on the Indian 
coast to the Company’s president at Surat, having 
offered him Karwar in 1645 -1646 and Rajapur in 1649. 
In 1651, they made a similar offer of their Madagascar 
settlement, Assada itself. The East India Company, on 
its part, found it impossible either to raise a new Joint 
Stock or to go on with its old capital, and had to fall 
back on another “ Particular Voyage.” Indeed, in 1649, 
it passed a resolution of despair not to send out any 
more ships, either upon the Joint Stock or Separate 
Voyage system after April of that year. 

Yet only after long strife could the disputants come 
to terms. In 1649 they agreed that the two societies 
should work together as regards the general Indian 
trade; that Courten’s Association should retain its 
Assada factory at Madagascar and have liberty to traf¬ 
fic thence to all Asiatic and African countries; while 
the port to port trade in India should be reserved to 
the Company. The business in gold and ivory on the 
coast of Guinea should be open to both. 

Their compact was embodied in a petition to Par- 
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liament, and on January 31, 1650, the House of Com¬ 
mons resolved: “ That the trade to the East Indies 
should be carried on by one Company, and with one 
Joint Stock, and the management thereof to be under 
such regulations as the Parliament shall think fit, and 
that the East India Company should proceed upon the 
articles of agreement made between them and the 
Assada Merchants on November 21, 1649, until fur¬ 
ther orders from the Parliament.” This coalition of 
the rival bodies under a Parliamentary sanction formed 
the basis on which the India trade continued until 
Cromwell’s charter toward the close of the Common¬ 
wealth. 

At first all was concord. The day after the Par¬ 
liamentary vote, the two associations proposed to form 
a “ United Joint Stock,” which should take over the 
factories in India, and continue to trade for three years. 
But in vain the Company’s beadle went round to the 
freemen with the subscription book. Money would not 
come in, and extraordinary methods were employed to 
raise capital. The Company sent letters to thirteen of 
the port-towns of England inviting them to join; and 
blank subscription books, with a preamble setting forth 
the nature of the adventure, were humbly laid before 
the Parliament and Council of State. The members 
of these honourable bodies would not venture a penny; 
and even the offer of the freedom of the Company, once 
so valued, failed to tempt the general public. The thir¬ 
teen port-towns were equally unresponsive. The gov¬ 
ernor had to announce that replies had been received 
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from only Bristol and Exeter; and there seemed no 
likelihood of money being obtained from that source. 
The Assada Merchants having barely the funds to carry 
on their own business, could furnish but little to the 
new Joint Stock. With such sums as its own exhausted 
members were able to subscribe, the Company strug¬ 
gled on. 

How hard was the struggle abundantly appears in 
the records. The continued existence of the Company 
depended not on the continuity of its trade or on its 
sending out a yearly succession of ships. As long as 
it elected in each July a governor and the other officers 
named in the charter of James I it preserved its exist¬ 
ence as a body corporate in the eye of the law. In July, 
1651, the question arose whether it was worth while 
to keep up this formality. The General Court decided, 
however, to proceed with the election of officers, al¬ 
though “ hereafter there will be little use of any gov¬ 
ernor, in regard they arc to set no ships out, nor much 
other business but to pay their debts.” 

The fact is that the union of the Company and the 
Assada Merchants failed to cope with the situation. 
For outside these societies a body of capitalists had 
grown up who protested against the monopoly of the 
India trade as a relic of the royal prerogative no longer 
suited to the times. They claimed that the Eastern 
traffic should either be organized on the "Regulated sys¬ 
tem, under which each member of a trade guild or asso¬ 
ciation might traffic on his own account, as in the 
Turkey Company, or that it should he thrown open to 
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the nation. This feeling had at first expressed itself 
in a demand for increased state protection of foreign 
trade. “It is not our conquests, but our commerce,” 
runs a powerful appeal by Lewes Roberts in 1641, just 
after the meeting of the Long Parliament, “it is not 


A ROAD SCENE IN INDIA IN THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

our swords but our sayls, that first spred the English 
name in Barbary, and thence came (sic) into Turkey, 
Armenia, Moscovia, Arabia, Persia, India, China, and 
indeed over and about the world. It is the traffic of 
their merchants and the boundless desires of that na¬ 
tion to eternize the English honour and name, that hath 
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enduced them to saile and seek into all the corners of 
the earth.” 

Under the Commonwealth the desire for an open 
trade to India gained strength. The Navigation Act 
of 1651 gave it a decisive impulse. Next year—the very 
year after the Company had declared that thenceforth 
“ there will be little use of any governor, in regard 
they are to set no ships out a new voice rang aloud 
to the nation: “ That with all possible conveniency we 
enlarge our Forraign Plantations, and get further foot¬ 
ing in Barbarie, East and West Indies.” Forasmuch as 
“ a little spot of ground, as England is, with its Domin¬ 
ions, if it do not enlarge them,” will strive in vain 
against the growing trade of Holland and the other 
European powers. Men of rank once again joined with 
men of the City in ventures beyond the seas. Indeed 
in 1649 the Company had complained that the name of 
Lord General Fairfax stood first in the draft of a patent 
for the Assada Merchants which it was intended to 
submit to Parliament. 

The outside capitalists hoped that after the three 
years for which the United Joint Stock of 1650 was 
formed, a broader basis might be adopted. But on the 
expiration of that period in the summer of 1653 the 
Company found itself too weak to attempt any new 
departure, and the existing arrangement continued, 
although no ships could be sent out. Forthwith it ap¬ 
peared that the outsiders had strong supporters within 
the Company itself. The standard of revolt was raised 
at a court meeting in the following December, when 
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one of the generality proposed that individual members 
should, as under the Regulated system, be allowed to 
trade on their own account. The traffic was passing 
into the hands of interlopers, and if the Company could 
not send forth ships itself, why should it preclude its 
members from doing so? 

The governing body found it difficult to answer this 
argument, and temporized by allowing private mem¬ 
bers to trade to India on a payment to the Company 
for the privilege. But the concession amounted to a 
change from the Joint Stock to the Regulated system, 
in opposition to the terms of the late Parliamentary 
settlement of 1650. So in March, 1654, the governing 
body took a firmer stand. They decided that “it is 
not in the power of this Court to give liberty to any 
private persons to trade to India; but if any do it, 
it is at their own peril. And thereupon the votes of 
Parliament were read, concerning the carrying on of 
the trade in a Joint Stock.” 

Issue was thus definitely joined between the two 
great parties which have always divided mercantile 
opinion in England with regard to the Indian trade. 
Under the first Stuarts the conflict was waged between 
the Company and individuals or associations licensed, 
in infringement of the Company’s charter, by the king. 
Under the Commonwealth it widened into a struggle 
between the conservative section of the Company and a 
forward party within itself, but allied to the outside 
capitalists who claimed an open trade to India. Under 
the Restoration it became a war of law-suits between 
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the Company and the independent mercantile commu¬ 
nity at large; a war ended only by the great Parlia¬ 
mentary amalgamation after the Revolution. That set¬ 
tlement lasted down to the 19th century, when even its 
broad basis was found too narrow for the expansive 
forces of British commerce, and the Act of 1813 threw 
open the India trade to the nation. The records of the 
East India Company form a concentrated history of the 
English hatred of monopoly; of the Company’s efforts 
to maintain exclusive privileges by from time to time 
widening its doors, as long as the country believed 
exclusive privileges necessary for the India trade; and 
of their abolition as soon as the country thought them 
no longer required. 

Meanwhile the Parliamentary settlement of 1650, 
in subjecting the trade to further regulation by the 
Commons, provided for such difficulties as arose under 
the Commonwealth. The Council of State recognized 
the claims of the outside merchants by a cautious yet 
liberal issue of licenses for private trade to India. 
Cromwell’s name begins to appear in connection with 
these grants, not only to individuals, but also to the 
Merchant Adventurers, and it seemed to onlookers both 
at home and abroad that the Company was doomed. 
Nine months after it had taken up its rigid attitude 
against private trading by its own members in 1654, 
the Amsterdam burghers received “ advice that the 
Lord Protector will dissolve the East India Company 
at London, and declare the navigation and commerce 
to the Indies to be free and open.” The mere rumour 
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of the nationalizing of England’s Eastern trade sent 
a thrill of apprehension through Holland. 

Meanwhile the expansive forces within the Company 
burst forth beyond control. In the autumn of 1654 the 
section of its freemen in favour of private enterprise 
had petitioned the Council of State that the East India 
trade be still carried on by a company, but with liberty 
for the members individually to trade with their own 
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capital and ships in such way as they might deem most 
to their advantage. The Company urged in reply that 
the experience of forty years proved that the India 
trade could be conducted only by an association strongly 
bound together by a series of Joint Stocks, and that 
the plan of Separate Voyages had been given up after a 
full trial; that the Company had now factories beneath 
fourteen native sovereigns, together with a costly equip¬ 
ment necessary for the protection of So distant a trade; 
and that, under its engagements with the Indian pow- 
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ers, it was held responsible by them for depredations 
or misconduct of all Englishmen in the East. It accord¬ 
ingly prayed the Protector to grant it a new and wider 
charter, to the exclusion of private trade. 

In 1654, therefore, Cromwell found himself called 
on to decide between the three sets of applicants: the 
outside capitalists who desired that the commerce with 
India should be thrown open to the nation; the govern¬ 
ing body of the Company who asked for wider priv¬ 
ileges upon the basis of a series of exclusive Joint 
Stocks; and the section of its members who desired 
that the Company should be transferred from the Joint 
Stock to the Regulated system. His clear eye saw that 
if the India trade were to be thrown open to the na¬ 
tion, it must be protected by the national anns. He 
realized that neither the navy nor the land forces of 
the Commonwealth was adapted for such a task. He 
accordingly eased the situation by granting trade li¬ 
censes to individual outsiders, and referred the main 
question as to the future constitution of the Company 
to the Council of State. 

The Council soon found itself plunged in a quag¬ 
mire of irreconcilable claims. A question even arose 
as to which of the several sets of adventurers really 
represented the Company. When the Dutch compen¬ 
sation of £85,000 came to be distributed, the survivors 
or heirs of the Third Joint Stock, of the Fourth Joint 
Stock, and of the United Joint Stock asserted their sev¬ 
eral rights to it. The Council could find a way out of 
its bewilderment only by referring their titles to arbi- 
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tration, and meanwhile, in 1655, lodged the money with 
trustees. Cromwell hastened a decision by borrowing 
£50,000 of the compensation fund for the State. 

If such a confusion of claims existed within the 
Company itself, the conflict on the wider issue as to 
the future management of the India trade may be imag¬ 
ined. During two years the Council of State laboured 
for a settlement in vain. The governing body of the 
Company lost hope, and its Court of Committees re- 
solyed in 1656 to sell its “ privileges and houses in 
India ... to some Englishmen,” at a valuation of 
£14,000, retaining, however, a share with the purchas¬ 
ers id the future trade. But the General Court over¬ 
ruled this decision, and on October 20, 1656, sent up one 
more petition to Cromwell. 

On the very same day the Protector, under his own 
hand, referred the petition to the Council of State, and 
took care that that body now appointed a committee 
which should carry his own vigorous resolve into its 
task. While great names and high office gave weight 
to its deliberations, the actual work was entrusted to 
a man in whom he placed complete confidence. Colonel 
Philip Jones, after suffering much and fighting hard 
on behalf of the Parliament, became a leading member 
of the Council of State and filled important offices under 
the Commonwealth. In the previous year, 1655, Oliver 
had selected him as sole arbiter in a delicate question 
between England and Portugal; in 1657 he was one of 
the committee appointed to offer to Cromwell the 
crown: and as controller of the household he super- 
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intended the Protector’s funeral in 1658. It was on this 
tried friend that Oliver chiefly leant for advice “ in 
what manner the East India trade might be best man¬ 
aged for the public good and its own encouragement.” 
Colonel Jones was specially charged “ to take care 
thereof.” 

Ilis prompt action indicates that Cromwell had 
already made up his mind on the evidence before him. 
In six weeks Colonel Jones and his colleagues accom¬ 
plished what the Council of State had failed to do dur¬ 
ing two years—they arrived at a settlement for the 
India trade. The committee’s report was signed by 
only three members: one of whom, Colonel William Sy¬ 
denham, had lately stood forth in Parliament as Crom¬ 
well’s mouthpiece for religious toleration; another, 
Colonel Philip Jones, already mentioned, was the con¬ 
troller of his household; while the third, Sir Charles 
Wolseley, was his most intimate confidant. They were 
of the opinion that the India trade should be carried on 
by one company on the basis of a United Joint Stock, 
yet they sent the matter back to the Council of State 
as being too high for them to decide. The Council of 
State again procrastinated, but under severe pressure, 
as we shall see, adopted the report, and referred it for 
final orders to the Protector. 

To the decision of this great issue Cromwell brought 
a slow but effective training. lie had been a member 
of the Commission of Trade and Plantations in 1643, 
at the moment when the commercial prerogatives of 
the Crown passed in reality from the king to the Par- 
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liament. Years of war and internal struggle followed. 
But as soon as Cromwell firmly established the Com¬ 
monwealth, his mercantile policy took a definite shape. 
The Navigation Act of 1651 laid the foundation of Eng¬ 
land’s mercantile ascendency, and formed a chief cause 
of the Dutch war in the following year. Even before 
Cromwell granted peace to Holland, he seems to have 
resolved on a similar assertion of power over the Cath¬ 
olic nations. Erom Portugal he enforced the English 
liberty of trade in the East Indies; and his West In¬ 
dian expedition against Spain, in 1654-1655, had its 
origin in mercantile not less than in political reasons. 
Not only in European waters, but throughout all the 
ocean-world from Malabar to Hispaniola, Oliver deter¬ 
mined to make England supreme. In 1655 the chief 
economic writer of the time presented to the Protector 
his mature work, and in the same year Cromwell ap¬ 
pointed the Committee of Trade—“ a great concern¬ 
ment of the Commonwealth, ’ ’ says Carlyle, “ ‘ which 
his Highness is eagerly set upon.’ ” 

Cromwell perceived that, as the time had not yet 
come for an open trade to India, to be supported by 
a national fleet in Asiatic seas, the real question lay 
between a Regulated Company, the members of which 
might trade on their individual account, and a Joint 
Stock Company. The analogy of the Turkey Company, 
confidently relied on by the advocates of the Regulated 
system, did not bear scrutiny. For the dealings of the 
Turkey Company were chiefly with the Mediterranean 
powers—Venetians, Spaniards, Barbary Corsairs, and 
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Turks—within the reach of English diplomacy and of 
English reprisals. When the Doge laid prohibitive cus¬ 
toms on our Levant trade, Elizabeth forbade the Vene¬ 
tian import into England of the raisins of Corinth and 
the wines of Candia, until the Adriatic Republic should 
take off its imposts. Cromwell had just given sharp 
proof to Spain and the Barb ary Corsairs that they were 
both within range of his guns. As regards Turkey, 
the very year after James I granted a charter in per¬ 
petuity to the merchants of England in the Levant, 
it was found necessary to appoint an English envoy 
to the Grand Seignior, and to establish consuls within 
his dominions. International relations sprang up and 
eventually developed into a system of consular juris¬ 
diction for the protection of English subjects in the 
eastern Mediterranean. It is said that in 1685 the only 
English diplomatic agent with the title of ambassador 
resided at Constantinople, and was paid in part by the 
Turkey Company. But no statesman believed, in 1657, 
that the Moghul Empire could be called to a reckoning 
by English diplomacy or arms, or that the Common¬ 
wealth should maintain a permanent embassy at Agra, 
and a cordon of consuls around the Indian coast. The 
plea for a Regulated East India Company from the 
analogy of the Regulated Turkey Company proved to 
be no argument at all. 

The real evidence which confronted Cromwell lay 
in the history of the East India Company itself. Even 
before Elizabeth granted her charter, its founders had 
declared in 1599 “ that the trade of the Indias being 
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so far remote from hence cannot be traded but in a 
joint and united stock.” Yet the actual charters of 
Elizabeth and James contained no reference to the sub- 
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ject, nor was a continuous joint stock ever raised. The 
truth is that the term “ Joint Stock ” had to the found¬ 
ers in 1599 a very different meaning from that connoted 
by its modern development, the “ Joint Stock Com¬ 
pany.” It signified only a subscription for a joint voy- 
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age, whose accounts were to be wound up and the cap¬ 
ital repaid when the ships came home. The East India 
Company was a body corporate with an exclusive grant 
of the India trade from the Crown, and it conducted its 
business by forming successive groups among its own 
members for raising joint stock subscriptions for suc¬ 
cessive and distinct ventures. 

At first, indeed, it differed but slightly from the 
Turkey and other Regulated Companies of mediaeval 
commerce, except that the right of separate trading 
passed from the individual freemen to successive groups 
of freemen—a statement which must be taken subject 
to the full explanation given in the chapter on the Con¬ 
stitution of the Company in the preceding volume. On 
this basis the Company equipped its first nine voyages. 
When the system of Separate Voyages proved too weak 
to cope with its Portuguese and Dutch rivals in the 
East, it raised a series of Joint Stock subscriptions, 
each of which supplied the capital for a distinct series 
of voyages. But the Joint Stock subscription was 
designed only for a limited number of years, at the end 
of which it was to be wound up—in short, the original 
system of Separate Voyages gave place to a system 
of separate series of voyages. Every new Joint Stock 
was intended to take over at a valuation the factories 
of its predecessor in India. In this rudimentary form 
of Joint Stock the group of members took the place of 
the individual freeman, as the group of voyages took 
the place of the individual venture, in a “ Regulated ” 
association like the Turkey Company. 
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Amid the troubles of the Civil War the system of 
separate series or groups of voyages broke down. But 
although money could not be raised for a series of voy¬ 
ages, there were, as we have seen, men both inside and 
outside the Company ready to stake a sufficient sum 
for a single voyage, if freed from the burden of the 
capital sunk in India. Such attempts to combine the 
original system of Separate Voyages with that of Joint 
Stock series of voyages led to a demand for the indi¬ 
vidual freedom of each member of the Company to 
trade on his own account—in short, for a reversion from 
the successive and distinct series of Joint Stocks back 
to the old Regulated system. The resistance of the 
governing body of the Company to this demand pro¬ 
duced the petitions and counter-petitions on which the 
Council of State had so long been unable to decide. 

Colonel Jones’s report was presented to the Council 
of State on December 18, 1656. That body renewed 
its old hesitations, and the Company, in anger and 
despair, resolved on January 14, 1657, that unless a 
decision were received within a month, it would make 
sale of its factories, rights, and customs in India “ to 
any natives of this commonwealth to and for their own 
proper use.” There was now no mention of its taking 
a share with the purchasers, and it evidently contem¬ 
plated a complete withdrawal from the trade. It or¬ 
dered bills of sale to be hung up in the London Ex¬ 
change. The* Council of State, thus galvanized into 
action, summoned the Company and the rival merchant 
adventurers for a final hearing, and advised the Pro- 
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tector “ that the trade of India be managed by a United 
Joint Stock exclusive of all others.” Forthwith, on 
February 10, 1657, Cromwell directed that a committee 
should sit to draw up a charter, which on October 19th 
passed the Broad Seal of England. 

After the Restoration the Company hastened to 
purge itself of complicity with the Commonwealth, and 
the document disappeared. A diligent inquiry now 
leaves no hope that a copy survives in England, Hol¬ 
land, or the East. But although the charter has per¬ 
ished, I have been able, from contemporary documents, 
to piece together its main provisions. It ratified the 
charter of James I with slight modifications, and gave 
additional privileges. As new coast towns had sprung 
into vigour, the original three ports (London, Dart¬ 
mouth, and Plymouth), from which bullion might be 
exported, were to be increased to seven. On the other 
hand, the clauses granting the powers of Law Martial 
and inununity from customs, tonnage, and poundage, 
and certain other privileges, were to be omitted, and left 
to be dealt with by special orders from the Protector, 
who shoidd also have the right to recall the charter 
if he saw cause. Cromwell’s charter, in fact, combined 
the substance of the Royal Charter of 1609 with the 
more continuous government-control provided by the 
Parliamentary grant of 1650. The Protector promised 
that his settlement should in the next session be con- 
finned by Act of Parliament. 

Cromwell died the following year before a Parlia¬ 
mentary sanction could be obtained, and his charter 
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formed the last word of the Commonwealth on the three 
sets of proposals which had so long divided English 
merchants: namely, for an open commerce to India, 
for a Kegulated Company, and for a Joint Stock Com¬ 
pany. He reconstituted the India trade on the basis 
of “ One Joint Stock.” The words “ Joint Stock ” do 
not occur in the charters of Elizabeth or James I, nor, 
indeed, in any royal charter until that of 1686. The 
Company’s so called “ Joint Stocks ” had been merely 
successive subscriptions for separate sets of voyages; 
each set being a distinct and several adventure to be 
wound up at the end of a fixed number of years. The 
idea of a united joint stock, which emerged in the Par¬ 
liamentary settlement of 1650, developed under Crom¬ 
well’s charter of 1657 into a united and continuous 
joint stock. 

The change was wrought not by Cromwell alone, hut 
by Cromwell representing the spirit of the times. If 
the Protector prescribed unity, the Company inter¬ 
preted unity to imply also continuity and permanence. 
The very day that the charter passed the Broad Seal, 
a General Court held at the India House laid down the 
conditions under which it should be carried out. These 
conditions, as finally settled, threw open the freedom 
of the Company to the public for the nominal sum of 
£5. They admitted not only the members of the vari¬ 
ous groups who had made up the old East India and 
Assada Companies, together with their servants and 
apprentices, but also all those Merchant Adventurers 
and private traders in India who might be willing to 
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throw their possessions, at a fair valuation, into the 
common stock. 


That stock was not to be dissolved after the expira¬ 
tion of a few years, as had always been provided in 



A CROWD IN A mr*Y INDIAN KMPORIT7M. 


former subscriptions. An appraisement of the Com¬ 
pany’s property was to be made at the end of seven 
years, and thereafter at the end of every three years, 
so that any shareholder who wished to retire might do 
so, and receive the current value of his original sub- 
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scription. But the Joint Stock was to continue as the 
common capital of the Company, and the money drawn 
out by retiring members was to be made good by “ any 
other persons ” who chose to join the Company. As a 
matter of fact, these triennial appraisements resolved 
themselves into periodical statements of assets by 
which the members and the public might regulate their 
dealings in the stock. 

Cromwell thus laid the groundwork of the modem 
constitution of the Bast India Company. Under the 
regulations based on his charter, it cast its mediaeval 
skin, shook off the traditions of the Regulated system, 
and grew into one united, continuous, and perma¬ 
nent Joint Stock Corporation in the full sense of the 
words. 

These new conditions of unity and permanence drew 
forth a large capital of £739,782—of which only one- 
half was called up. The minimum subscription was 
fixed at £100; a contributor had a vote for each £500 
of his holding; and £1000 qualified for election to the 
committee. Small adventurers might club together to 
make up £500, and appoint one of their number to vote 
for them. The actual management of the Company 
was vested, as under the royal charters, in a governor, 
deputy-governor, treasurer, and a committee of twenty- 
four. With the ample funds at its disposal, the new 
association bought up the factories, forts, customs, and 
privileges of the old Company in the East, ineluding 
the island of Pularoon, for £20,000; arranged for tak¬ 
ing over the properties of individual adventurers in 
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India at a valuation; and resolved to unite the Guinea 
traffic in gold and elephant tusks with the India 
trade. 

While thus amalgamating the various conflicting 
interests into one permanent Joint Stock, the new Com¬ 
pany provided ample safeguards for its own monopoly. 
Outside traders continued subject to the same penalties 
as those laid down by King James’s charter—the con¬ 
fiscation of their ship and cargo. Members inside the 
Company, who might still hanker after the Regulated 
system and be tempted to trade on their own account, 
were to forfeit their whole stock or holding to the rest 
of the shareholders. Fair consideration was extended 
to all actually engaged, under whatever show of title, 
in Indian ventures in the past; but there was to be no 
mercy for private traders, whether inside the Company 
or outside it, in the future. 

Although resolved on a firm control of its individual 
members, the Company made provision for a steady 
flow of new men from the generality to its governing 
body. That body consisted, as I have said, of a gov¬ 
ernor, deputy-governor, and committee of twenty-four. 
But eight members of the committee were to retire in 
rotation each July, and no governor or deputy-governor 
was to serve for more than two successive years. The 
freemen were also to be relieved of the old inconve¬ 
nience of having to receive their individual shares of the 
profits in pepper, calicoes, or other Indian commodi¬ 
ties, and all dividends were henceforth to be paid in 
cash. In the East the New Company received in return 
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for its £20,000 the Old Company’s factories at Surat, 
with dependencies on the Bombay coast; at Fort St. 
George, with dependencies on the Madras coast and 
in the Bay of Bengal; at Bantam, with dependencies 
at Jambi, Macassar, and Pularoon; and at Gombroon 
on the Persian Gulf. 

The small price paid for these acquisitions is ex¬ 
plained by the circumstances of the times. On the 
Persian Gulf the agents of the Old Company had strug¬ 
gled on amid oppressions and exactions, not because 
they hoped to do any trade, but merely on the chance 
of reasserting, at some future day, the English right 
to half the customs of Gombroon under the treaty of 
1622. Bantam seemed again to be passing under the 
power of the Dutch, English ships were intercepted in 
the narrow seas, and the port was about to suffer a 
regular blockade. Nor did the political state of India 
itself warrant any large price for English possessions 
on that continent. 

The military convulsions, amid which Aurangzib 
seized the throne, rudely interrupted the order that 
the Moghul Empire had during a century imposed. 
Surat castle was seized and the town pillaged on behalf 
of one of the claimants; and the distracted president 
complained “ that it was equally dangerous to solicit, 
or to accept of, protection, it being impossible to fore¬ 
see who might ultimately be the Moghul.” In Southern 
India, the first great act of Maratha hostility to the 
Moghuls took place in May, 1657. On the east coast, 
the Madras Council in despair resolved for the second 


28S 


APPENDIX I 



time to withdraw the factories from Bengal. Their 
own existence was threatened by the war between the 
Golkonda king and his dependents, and by the still 
more dreaded approach of the Maratha hordes. 

Thus in the very year that Cromwell’s charter recon- 


THE KMI'KROU ATUANOZin AM) HIS COl’RT. 

stituted the Company on its permanent basis at home, 
the English in the Eastern seas, from the Persian Gulf 
to the island of Java, stood face to face with ruin. In 
India itself, the firm Moghul rule, under whose shelter 
our settlements on the continent had grown up, was 
for the first time assailed by that combination of Mos- 
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lem disunion and Hindu confederate force which, during 
the next fifty years, broke up the empire. 

The new Company went courageously to work. It 
decided that Surat, then in the grip of civil war, should 
be its sole presidency in India, and that the factories 
at Madras, Bengal, Bantam, and the Persian Gulf 
should be distinct agencies subordinate thereto. All 
these settlements were destitute alike of money and 
men. On the Persian Gulf the bare subsistence of the 
factory consumed the customs of Gombroon and the 
whole profits of the trade. The late Company had 
ordered the establishment at Madras to be reduced to 
two factors with a guard of ten soldiers, and to a single 
factor at Masulipatam. From every English settlement 
in the East came the same story of decay. The new 
Company at once resolved to send out such a staff as 
never had sailed to India. 

In January, 1658, it selected seventeen of the late 
Company’s most likely stations in the East, from China 
to the Persian Gulf, and appointed to them ninety-one 
factors and assistants, well supplied with goods and 
bullion for the re-establishment of the trade. When an 
adventurer, under plea of a license from the Common¬ 
wealth, shipped mortars and shells for one of the rival 
claimants to the Moghul throne, the Company firmly 
remonstrated with Cromwell, and at the same time 
despatched a consignment to undersell the interloper. 
On the west coast of Africa it bought up Fort Coman- 
tine, together with the charter, rights, and trade of 
the Guinea Company, for the modest stun of £1300. In 
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the mid-ocean it resolved to fortify St. Helena, as a 
half-way house for the Indian fleets. In the Far East 
it projected a place of strength at Pularoon, and ap¬ 
plied to Richard Cromwell for letters to the emperors 
of China and Japan. From the charter of 1657 the 
Company drew a new life, whose pulsations reached its 
farthest factories in Asia. Against European aggres¬ 
sors it boldly claimed the aid of the Commonwealth. 
More than once it invoked Cromwell’s intervention 
against Holland; and the Company’s last transaction 
with the Protector was still another petition against 
the Dutch. Three weeks later the strong ruler was 
dead, and about to be laid with royal pomp in West¬ 
minster Abbey. 

After the Restoration men dug up his body from 
its sepulchre among kings, hung it on a gallows, and 
shovelled the headless trunk into a felon’s grave. But 
though they might tear out his laws from the statute- 
book and hide away his charters, there was one part 
of his life’s work which they could not destroy. He 
found the English in the East struggling, humiliated, 
in despair. He left them with their future assured. 
He was the first ruler of England who realized that 
the India trade was no private preserve of the sov¬ 
ereign and his nominees, but a concern of the nation, 
to be maintained by national diplomacy and defended 
by the national arms. His union of conflicting Anglo- 
Indian interests in 1657 anticipated the great Parlia¬ 
mentary fusion of those interests fifty years later. 
End or his charter the East India Company transformed 
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itself from a feeble relic of the mediaeval trade-guild 
into the vigorous forerunner of the modem Joint Stock 
Company. A large and continuous capital, always 
capable of automatic increase, took the place of a suc¬ 
cessions of uncertain subscriptions, each of them in¬ 
tended to be dissolved at the end of a few years. 

While Cromwell thus renewed the East India Com¬ 
pany and placed it on its permanent basis at home, 
abroad he secured for England the recognition of her 
right to a free expansion in the East. The arrogant 
claims of the Catholic powers in Asia he blew from 
the cannon’s mouth. Our great Protestant compeer 
had to learn that similarity in religion formed no ex¬ 
cuse for commercial wrong-doing. Cromwell’s sea- 
rivalry with Holland hardened and set into a national 
tradition, which dominated the feeling of the English 
trading classes for thirty years; and in the end led 
to the overthrow of the Dutch supremacy in Asia and 
to the establishment of our own. The head which 
planned these great designs was set to shrivel on a 
pole. But if the grandson of Cromwell’s secretary, 
Milton, died as parish clerk in Madras, both the grand¬ 
son and great-grandson of the Protector lived to be 
governors of Bengal. 
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A. Tns Fifteen Separate Votages of the Dutcii to the Indies, 1695-1601. 
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From Les Premiers Voyages dcs Nderlandais dans VInsulinde (1695-1602) by 
Prince Poland Bonaparte (Versailles, 1884). 


1$. Ships Sent on the First Voyage of the English East India Company in 1601. 


NAME OF SHIP 

tonnage 

NTMJ1ER 

OF CHEW 

COMMANDER 

The Pfd Dragon 

) 


( 

James Lancaster, Ad¬ 

(formerly the Mare 

Uoo 

tons 

202 men -? 

miral of the expe¬ 

Sc urge) 
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( 

dition 
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P,00 

u 

108 “ 

John Middleton 

The Ascension 

260 

u 

82 

William Brand 

The Susan 

210 

u 

83 “ 

John Heyward 

Total 

1 100 

tons 

480 men 
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c. The First Nine Voyages op the East India Company: 1601-1612 

As shown in the India Office folio of “ Marine Records ” ( Introd. p. ix.), with the profits added from Bruce? s “ Annuls 
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D. MiiHi Records op tiie Four Votaoes of the First Joist Stock, 1613-1616. 


DATE OF 
VOYAGE 

CAPITAL 

EXPORTED IN 
MONEY 

EXPORTED IN 
GOODS 

COST OF BHIPS 
AND VICTUALS 

SHIPS 
SENT OUT 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 


1613 

106,000 

18,810 

12,446 


5 

1614 

107,000 

13,942 

23,000 


9 

1615 

107,000 

26,660 

26,065 

f 272,544 

8 

1616 

109,000 

52,087 

16,506 

J 

7 


429,000 

111,499 

78,017 

272,544 

29 
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INDEX 


A 

Achin, Sumatra, arrival of Lancaster’s 
squadron at, 2 

First strategic point in Dutch policy, 
68 

Achin, Raja of, enters into a treaty with 
the Dutch, in 1600, for the establish¬ 
ment of a resident factory, 68 
Raja of, finds that his Sumatra vassals 
have pledged allegiance to Dutch, 69 
Act of 1813 throws open Indian trade 
to England as a nation, 272 
Adams, William, pilot-major of a Dutch 
fleet in 1598, 21 

Imprisoned by the Emperor of Japan, 
but subsequently released and given 
a large estate, 21-22 
Influence of, gains trade privileges for 
the Dutch m Japan, 22 
Permanent residence of, in Japan, 22 
Native festival celebrated in Japan 
commemorating residence of, 22, 25 
Death of, 22 

Agha Muhammad Zaman, Moslem gov¬ 
ernor of Orissa, 236 
Agriculture, Dutch, importance of, 59 
Anmadabad, English agency at, 201 
Aldworth, Thomas, receives first grant 
for an English settlement in India, 
195 

Amboyna, tragedy of, caused primarily 
by Michelbome’s attack on the 
Dutch at Bantam, 9 
Compact in 1600 for the erection of 
a Dutch castle at, 72 
Compact of, with the Dutch in 1600 
for the expulsion of the Portuguese, 

Dutch imprison English at, 85 
Dutch allow English one-third of the 
trade of, 93 
Position of. 96 

Story of the tragedy of, 109-158 
Dutch claim exclusive trade with, 109, 
113 


English agency at, 113 
Dutch treaties with, and supremacy 
at, 113-114 

Strength of Dutch at, 114 
x English at,numbered but eighteen, 114 
English factories at (1623), 114-115, 
117, 119 

English resolve to withdraw their fac¬ 
tories from, 115, 123-124 
Torture and judicial murder of English 
by Dutch at, 115-130 
Contemporary literature of the tragedy 
of, and manuscript materials enu¬ 
merated, 119 

Innocence of English at, 125-128 
English executed at, 128 
Fruitless negotiations by James I and 
Charles I to obtain redress for out¬ 
rages at, 129-155 

Judicial aspects of the trial and the 
use of torture at, 143-151 
Effect of the massacre at, on subse¬ 
quent policy of the English in the 
East, 150-157 

Compensation at length obtained by 
Cromwell (1654) for outrages at, 
155 

Effects of the massacre at, on the 
subsequent policy of the Dutch in 
the East, 157-163 

Amboyna Book against the Dutch sup¬ 
pressed by Parliament, 188 
Amsterdam, manufactures of, 59 
Financial strength of, 59 
Jews in, 59 

Diamond cutting of, 59 
Becomes European emporium of In¬ 
dian commerce, 59 

Anglo-Dutch quarrels in the East re¬ 
garding terms of the treaty of 1619, 
105-108 

Treaty of 1619, 220 
War, causes leading to, 259 
Treaty of 1654, terms of, 260-261 
Antwerp subscribes clandestinely to the 
United Dutch Company, 62 
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INDEX 


Aracan, pirates of, threaten the sea- 
coast of the Moghul Empire, 205 

Armada of 1588, 45 

Arm agon, English seek refuge at, but 
return to Masulipatam, 2*25, 227-228 
Position of, 227 

Was the first fortified English garrison 
in India, 227 

Athaide, Luis de, Portuguese viceroy, 30 

Aurangzib seizes the throne of the Moghul 
Empire, 2S7 

Autos da ft in India, 42 

Azevedo, Jeronimo de, Portuguese com¬ 
mander of fleet sent against the Eng¬ 
lish in 1615, 47 

B 

Balasor, Cartwright founds a factory at, 
240 

English vessel Swan sent to Cart¬ 
wright at, 240 

Made port of trans-shipment by the 
English, 242 

Banda (Lantor), English treaty with 
island of, in 1614, 84 
Dutch allow the English one-third of 
the trade of, 93 
Position of, 96 

English acquisition of, and expulsion 
from, 113 

Bantam, Dutch attacked by Michelborne 
at, 8, 9 

Gradually becomes a dependency of 
Holland, 70 

Early compacts of separate expedi¬ 
tions witn the raja of, 70 
Raja of, rejoices in union with Eng¬ 
land, 77 

Blockade of, 106, 110, 111 
English alliance with, against Dutch, 
110 

English desire to remove from Batavia 
to, 110 

English factory transferred to, 153 
Subsequent experiences of English at, 
153-154 

Declared commercially subordinate to 
Surat, 206 

Company’s trade at, suspended during 
Anglo-Dutch war, 260 
Factories in, turned over to the Joint 
Stock, 287 

Bameveldt, project of, for a United 
Dutch-English Company, 82 
Offers three alternatives to the Eng¬ 
lish, 82-83 

Batavia. Java, capital of the Dutch East 
I nr lies, 65 

Dutch fortifications at, 110 


English attack on the Dutch at, 110 
English hardships at, 111-113 
English in despair desire to withdraw 
from, 111, 113 

English position at, after Amboyna 
tragedy, 151-154 

English withdraw from, to Lagundy, 
but are forced to return, 152 
Bengal, different conditions prevailing 
in, from those encountered by Eng¬ 
lish in colonization of other parts of 
India, 233-234 

Story of English settlement in, 234 
East India Company sends com¬ 
mission to re-establish trade in, 240- 
247 

One of the five important seats of the 
East India Company’s trade, 247 
Madras Council resolves to withdraw 
factories from, 287 

Two descendants of Cromwell became 
governors of, 291 

Bay of, factories in dependencies on 
the, turned over to the Joint Stock 
Company, 287 

Best defeats Portuguese off Swally, 25-27 
Anchors at Moha Bay, 28 
Aids Moghul troops in besieging a 
pirate fort, 28 

Defeats the Portuguese off Swally in 
two further encounters, 28 
Fatalities of, in battle off Swally, 28-29 
Reopens communication with Eng¬ 
lish factors at Surat, 28 
Establishes four factories at Surat 
and around the Gulf of Cambay, 29 
And governor of Surat, terms of treaty 
between, 29-30 

Routs Portuguese squadron com¬ 
manding approach to Surat, 195 
Bombay coast, factories in dependencies 
on the, turned over to the Joint 
Stock Company, 286 
Both, Pieter, first governor-general of 
the Dutch East Indies, 64, 78 
Admiral of the Brabant Company’s 
expedition in 1599-1601, 78 
Nominated to take charge of Dutch 
factories, 78 

Arrival of, at Bantam, in 1611, 79 
Lays foundations of new national 
power in the Eastern Archipelago, 79 
Death of, 79 

Bougliton, Gabriel, obtains license for 
free trade by English in Bengal, 245 
Braganza, Constantino de, conquered 
Daman, 36 

Bruyne, Isaac de, Dutch fiscal, vindic¬ 
tive prosecution of English at 
Amboyna by, 150 
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C 

Calicut, Keeling endeavours to effect an 
alliance with the Zamorin of, 201 
Candle-auctions, system of, 16 
Cape route to India opened by the Portu¬ 
guese, 35 

Cape of Good Hope captured and settled 
by the Dutch in 1652, 65 
Cargoes, difficulties of disposing of, for 
cash, 3-4 

Cartwright, reception of, by Governor of 
Orissa, 236-237 

Negotiations of, with Governor of 
Orissa, 237-238 

Receives license from Governor of 
Orissa, 238-239 

Attacked by Portuguese pirates and 
the Dutch fleet in Orissa, 241 
Castro, Joao de, Portuguese viceroy, 36 

Defends Portuguese possessions from 
Diu to Goa, 36 

Catholic Church established in India 
by St. Francis Xavier and the So¬ 
ciety of Jesus, 41 

Celebes, Dutch claim right to capture 
any English vessel east of the, 91 
Ceylon rises against the Portuguese, 39 

Dutch drive the Portuguese from, 65 
Charles I of England, feeble policy of, 
toward Spam and Holland and 
vacillations toward the Company, 
139-143, 154-155 

Treatment of the English East India 
Company by, 175-178 

Grants license to Courten, Pindar, and 
Porter in 1635, 183 

Refuses to aid the English East India 
Company against Courten, 183- 
185 

Seeks to conceal his true relations to 
the rival companies, 185 

Grants new license to the son of Wil¬ 
liam Courten, 185 

Justification of the attitude of, toward 
the English East India Company, 
189-190 

Limitations of the royal prerogative 
of, regarding the English East India 
Company, 190-191 

Death of, 215, 265 
Charles’s Islands, 152 
Charnock, Job, founder of Calcutta, 
247 

Chennapatanam, native name of Madras, 
228 

China, Dutch slave-raids against, 160-161 
Chinsurah, Dutch factory at, 243 
Civil War, disastrous effect of, the on 
English East India Company, 281 


Clarke, William, steward of the English 
factory, flogged at Batavia by the 
Dutch, 112 

Clove Islands, position of, 113 
Dutch command of, 114, 134 
English withdrawal from, 123-124, 
133-134 

Cloves, English trade in, 114-115 

Clove-trees, uprooting of, 72 

Coen, Jan Pieterszoon, director-general 
of commerce and president at Ban¬ 
tam, 99 

Governor-general of the Dutch East 
Indies, 99 

Called the Albuquerque of Holland, 

99 

Policy of, 99-100, 109 

Erects a fortified settlement at Jacatra, 

100 

Sails to the Moluccas to avenge a na¬ 
tive revolt and to reunite his fleet, 
100 

Struggles of, to drive the English from 
the Spice Islands, 103 
Destroys Jacatra and founds Batavia 
on its site, 103 

Departs for Europe in 1623, 114 

Coke, Sir John, revises the “ Remon¬ 
strance,” 170 

Committee of Trade appointed by Crom¬ 
well, 277 

Companies, Dutch and English, personal 
natred between, 85 

Company, Dutch East India, capital of 
the, 6 . 

Routs the Portuguese near Bantam 
and opens the road to the Moluccas, 
63 

Company, East India, weakness in the 
constitution of, 1, 88 
Insufficiency of the capital of, 1, 4 
Profits of, distributed, 4 
Plans of, for a second voyage, 4-6 
Second voyage of, sails from Graves¬ 
end, 6 

Profits of first and second voyages of, 6 
Third expedition of, returns with a 
rich cargo of pepper and cloves, 9 
Fourth expedition of, 10 
Fifth voyage of, 11 
Rehabilitation of, 11-12 
Money raised for sixth voyage of, 12 
Ships built at Deptford by the, 12 
Instructions given for the conduct of 
the sixth expedition of, 12 
Seventh and eighth voyages of, 13 
New combination governs eighth voy¬ 
age of, 14 

Summary in tabular form of operations 
of, 14, 15 
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Ninth to twelfth voyages of, 15 
Fits out another expedition to open up 
trade between India and the Spice 
Islands, 20 

Second Joint Stock of, composed 
largely of nobility, S3 
Opens new contribution for a second 
four years, SS 

Second subscription to, amounts to 
£1,629,040, 88 

Charter of, never safe from court in¬ 
trigues, 89 

Appeals for state support in 1618, 90 
Dissatisfaction of, with fortress clause 
in the treaty of 1619. 95 
Unfortunate position of Asiatic settle¬ 
ments of the, 164-165 
Fortunes of, reach low ebb in 1628, 
. 164-165 

Defence of the policy of, 167-168 
Appeals to Parliament in 1628, 169 
Sutters from royal aggression, 169, 173 
Privileges accorded to, by the Crown, 
173-174 

Taxes on, and loans of, to the Crown, 
174 

Treatment of, at the hands of Charles 
I, 175-178, 1S7-1SS 
Private persons try to break down the 
monopoly of the, 179 
Receiving no redress from Charles, 
decides to appeal to the House of 
Commons, 185-189 

Petitions Parliament against Courten 
and Porter, 1S6 

Attempts of, to re-incorporate itself, 
1SS-1S9 

Abolishes seven Indian factories in 
1648, 189 

Maintained through reign of Charles I 
bv isolated groups of Englishmen, 

2i0 

Calls one of its factors to account for 
the building of Fort St. George, 229 
Reorganized dv Cromwell in 1657- 
1658, 246, 247 

Passes from mediaeval to modern basis, 
252-253 

Three cvclic dates of, 2.53 
Disloyalty of captains of, 254 
Struggles of, to maintain its trade, 
257-258 

Held responsible by Indian princes 
for all depredations committed by 
the English. 258 

Petitions Parliament four times for 
help against Holland, 259 
loans of. to Cromwell, 263 
Unable to meet the demands of Crom¬ 
well for ships and money, 263 


Forms one Joint Stock with Courten's 
Association, 266-267 
Private members of, permitted to 
trade independently in 1653-54, 271 
Regulations of Parliamentary settle¬ 
ment of 1650 regarding, 272 
Struggle of members of, lor right of 
independent trade, 273 
Problem as to which of several 6ets of 
adventurers really represents the, 
274 

General Court of, appeals to Cromwell 
against its Court of Committees in 
1656, 275 

Settlement of trade of, by Colonel 
Philip Jones and his colleagues on 
the basis of a United Joint Stock, 276 
Faulty analogy of, with Turkey Com¬ 
pany, 277-278 

Development of joint stock system of, 
279-281 

Relation of, to Crown, and business 
methods of, 280 

Threatens to sell its factories, customs, 
and rights, 281 

Freedom of, thrown open to public, 
283-284 

Cromwell lays basis for modem con¬ 
stitution of, 285 

Joint Stock, formed in England, 30 
Council of Defence clause in treaty of 
1619, 94 

Council of Seventeen, duties of, 61, 62 
Council of State, applied to by three 
sets of applicants for trade in the 
East, 264 

Licenses private trade to India, 272 
Vainly attempts to solve the problems 
relating to the status and new 
constitution of the English East 
India Company, 274-275 
Courten, Sir William, intrigues of, against 
the East India Company, 179 
Early life of, 179 
Knighted bv King James, 180 
Patents and licenses granted to, 180 
Ships of, plunder a vessel in the Red 
Sea, 183 

Captains of, so outrage Canton magis¬ 
trates that the English are declared 
enemies to the Chinese Empire, 184 
Hostility of, to English East India 
Company, 184 
Death of, 185 

Courten, William (son of above), ordered 
to retire from India within three 
years, 189 

Council's Association, 179 

East India Company forms one Joint 
Stock with, 266-267 
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Courthorpe, Nathaniel, holds Pularoon 
against the Dutch, 113 
Death of, 113 

Cromwell, scanty records of the relations 
of, to the East India Company, 251 
Real relations of, to the East India 
Company, 252 

Obtains redress for the East India 
Company, 252 

Imposes principle of permanent Joint 
Stock on the East India Company, 
252 

Enters the House of Commons in 
1628, 253 

Attitude of, toward the Company na- 
* tional rather than for its special in¬ 
terests, 258-259, 262, 290 
Ends exclusive rights of Portugal in 
the East, 261, 262 

Portuguese treaty of July, 1654, 
settlement obtained by, 262 
Personally inquires into the affairs of 
the East India Company, 263-264 
Reconstructs the government of Eng¬ 
land, 264 

Rumours of the intention of, to dis¬ 
solve the East India Company, 
272 

Petitioned by the East India Company 
for a wider charter and the restric¬ 
tion of private trade to India, 274 
Refers new constitution of the East 
India Company to the Council of 
State, 274 

Refers the petition of the General 
Court of the East India Company to 
the Council of State, 275 
Commercial and maritime policy of, 
276-277 

Directs committee to draw up charter 
for a United Joint Stock, 282 
Reconstitutes the Indian trade on the 
basis of “ One Joint Stock/’ 282-283 
Aided by the East India Company in 
the interpretation of laws, 283 
Death of, 247 

Indignities offered to the corpse of, 290 
Activities of, 290-291 
Crusades, conquest of the Asiatic Ocean 
deemed a continuation of the, 40 
Cunha, Nuno da, opened out Portuguese 
trade to Bengal, 35 
Customs of Gombroon, 216 
Cuttack, English visit the court of, 236 

D 

Da Gama’s discovery of India the result 
of the quest for the land of Prester 
John, 40 


Dale, Sir Thomas, English admiral at 
Batavia, 85 

Sent with sLx ships to India in 1618, 98 
Death of, 110 

Daman, Portuguese coast settlements of, 
besieged by Moghul governor, 46 
Demarcation Bull ignored by the Eng¬ 
lish, but enforced by the Portuguese, 
34-35 

Denbigh, Earl of, Charles I commands 
the East India Company to provide 
passage to India for, 178 
Smuggles indigo and other goods into 
Dover on his return from India, 178 
Deptford, English East India Company 
starts shipbuilding at, 12 
Digges, Sir Dudley, defends the East 
India Company, 167 
Diu, Portuguese coast settlements of, 
besieged by the Moghul emperor, 46 
Dominicans establish Inquisition in 
India, 42 

Downton, Nicholas, general of the first 
Joint Stock voyage, 32 
Power and directions given to, at out¬ 
set of first voyage for the Joint 
Stock Company, 32-34 
Commander of English fleet in 1614- 
1615, 47-48 

Hardships of men under command of, 
in 1614-1615, 48 
Death of son of, 51 
Victory of, establishes forever English 
superiority over the Portuguese at 
Surat, 195 

Death of, at Bantam, 53 
Dutch, strength of, in the East, 9 

Declare a truce with the Spanish for 
twelve years, 13 

Competition with the English compli¬ 
cates relations between the two 
powers, 18, 73-74 

Protestantism, struggle of Philip II 
with,35 

Declaration of Independence in 1581, 
59 

Navigators, discoveries, and coloniza¬ 
tion of the, 59 

Intellectual activity of, 59-60 
» Hatred of the, for Spain, 63 
Ascendency of, in the Eastern Seas, 63 
Destroy Spanish fleet in Gibraltar 
Bay in 1607, 64 

Policy regarding the Spice Islands, 64 
Victorious over Portuguese in the 
Moluccas and Japan, 64 
Conquest of the Indian trade-route, 65 
Enter into an armed alliance with 
the King of Achin against the Portu¬ 
guese, 69 
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Compact with Johor to scire Malacca, 
69 

Make an 11 Eternal Treaty ” with 
Bantam raja, 70 

Governor appointed viceroy by the 
Sultan of Temate, 72 
Treaties with Amboyna, terms of, 72 
Alarmed at the proposal of the King of 
Sumatra to take an English wife, 77 
Trade established from Java to the 
Moluccas, 79 

Take practical care of well-being of 
their servants, 79-80 
Negotiations in Europe regarding 
trade rights, 80*82 
Settlements in Europe rendered null 
and void by growing animosities in 
the East, 82 

Agreement at The Hague rendered im¬ 
possible by England's refusal to 
open breach with Spain, 82 
Third negotiation of the, with the 
English, regarding a United Com¬ 
pany, 83, 84 

Prevent people of Machian and the 
Moluccas from trading with Eng¬ 
land, 84 

Rob natives from the Red Sea to 
China in name of the English, 85 
Pull down an English flag, 85 
Governor-generals, term of office of, 
five years, 86 

Capture two English ships, 91 
Commissioners sent to London, 92 
Demand that English share charges 
of Dutch fortresses in the East, 92 
Apparent reconciliation of the, with 
the English in the East, 95 
Defeat an English squadron off Suma¬ 
tra, 97 

Capture six English ships in 1619, 110 
Torture natives to extort confessions 
against the English, 112, 113 
In Japan proclaim war against the 
English, 113 

Claims to Clove and Nutmeg Islands, 

113 

In 1623, in complete possession of the 
Clove and Nutmeg Archipelago, 

114 

On the Guiarat coast in the power of 
the Moghuls, 210 

Complaints of the, that they are not 
fitted to compete with the English 
and the Moghuls, 211 
Positions of the, in India, 218-219 
Capture three English ships in the Per¬ 
sian Gulf, 260 

Settlements for outrages in the East, 
261 


E 

East Indies, Dutch attitude toward, 44 
English attitude tow’ard, 44 
Portuguese attitude toward, 44 

Economy, English political, denounces 
the folly of sending precious metals 
abroad, 6-7 

Elizabeth, letter of, to the Great Mogul 
of India in 1599, 19 
Maintenance of royal prerogatives of 
monopolies by, 191 
Reprisals of, on Venetian Republic, 
278 

Charter of, to East India Company, 
contains no allusion to Joint Stock 
system, 279, 283 

England, conflict of, with Portugal, re¬ 
garding Eastern possessions, 34-35 
War party in, discredited, 45 
Hostile attitude of, toward Spain in 
1608-1611, 45 

Covert friction of. with Holland, 75 
Friendship of, witn Holland, broken, 76 
Commercial rivalry a permanent factor 
in the relations of, with Holland, 76 
Chaos in home government of, relating 
to the East India Company, 253-254 

English system of separate adventures 
becomes extremely hazardous, 13 
Ships and commanders in trouble with 
Asiatic land powers, 13, 14 
Encounter keen competition at Dutch 
marts in the Spiee Archipelago, 18 
Forced by treaty to relinquish prey 
on the Portuguese in the Archi¬ 
pelago, 19 

Bitter trade rivals of the Dutch, 19, 
73-74 

Turn their attention to India, 19 
Portuguese hostility to, 25 
Rise of pow r er of the, in India, 29 
Legal settlement of the, in India dates 
back to 1613, 30 

Receive trade w arrant from the Portu¬ 
guese, 45 

Fleet, under Dowmton, strength of the, 
in 1614-1615, 47-48 
Loss in battle on Jan. 20, 1615, 50 
Capture a Portuguese pay ship in 1618, 
54 

Gain victory over Portuguese in the 
Persian Gulf in November, 1620, 55 
Receive a patent for half the customs 
duties from Shah Abbas, 56 
Diplomacy in Europe inadequate to 
Kill rivalry in Asiatic seas, 77 
Force in Asiatic waters, 79 
Urged to take Banda and Amboyna, 
but desist on threats of the Dutch, 84 
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Company, tardy profits of the four 
First Joint Stock expeditions re¬ 
ceived by the, 87 

Organization inferior to Dutch both 
in Europe and the East, 88-89 
Demand from the Dutch “ compensa¬ 
tion for past injuries '' and a 41 fair 
arrangement for the future/' 92 
Claim right to trade in Banda and 
Amboyna groups, 96 
Claim a fortified settlement in Java, 96 
Threaten Dutch settlements in Java, 
97 

Defeat Dutch fleet in 1619, 97 
Outmatched in numbers by the Dutch 
in Java, 98 

Suffer cruelties at the hands of the 
Dutch in the East, 111-113 
Claims to Clove and Nutmeg Islands, 
113 

Forever excluded from Chinese ports, 
184 

Search for sites for settlement, 192 
Recognize need for direct trade with 
Malabar, 208 

Instructions to the, for trade in Bengal, 
244 

Trading posts of, in Bengal, 246 
Face ruin in Eastern seas, 288 
11 Eternal Treaty " between the Dutch 
and the Bantam raia, 70 
European diplomacy fails to secure 
peace between Christian nations in 
Asia, 208-209 

F 

Firando, Japan, Dutch establish a factory 
at, 22 

Flemish Company receives ample powers 
giving it a national basis, 86 
Floris, Peter, builds half-fortified factory 
at Pettapoli in 1614, 221 
Forbisher, Scotch steward and interpre¬ 
ter at Dutch factory of Amboyna, 
118 

Fort St. George, an embrasured factory, 
built by Francis Day, 228 
Founders' Hall, London merchants 
meet in, to establish an East India 
Company, 43 

Free trade an established fact between 
English and Portuguese in India, 
209 

G 

Gibraltar Bay, Spanish fleet totally de¬ 
stroyed in, in 1607, 64 
Goa threatened by the Dutch in 1603, 
63 


Viceroy of, and English president at 
Surat enter into negotiations in 
1634, 209 

11 Golden Phirmaund " of 1632, received 
by the English, 226 
Golkonda king proposes the formation 
of a Joint Stock with the English, 
230-231 6 

Gombroon, settlement at, given to the 
English, 56 

Factories in, turned over to the Joint 
Stock, 287 

Giyarat, conquest of, 193-194 
Fields of, yield two harvests a year. 
201 

English agency at, 201 
Famine in, in 1630, 206 


H 

Hague, negotiations renewed by the 
English with the Dutch at the, 
82 

Failure of Dutch-English negotiations 
at the, 83 

Hariharpur, Cartwright erects a station 
at, 239 

Hawkins, one of the captains of the 
third expedition of the English 
East India Company, 9 

Marriage of, to a maiden of Jahangir's 
palace, 20 

Leaves the court of Agra, 20 

Bearer of a letter from James I to 
Jahangir in 1607, 194 

Hawley, President, 152 

Hippon and Floris, port to port trade 
of, 219-220 

Holland, the printing-house of Europe, 
60 

Painters of, 60 

Sends out fifteen expeditions between 
1595 and 1601 to the East, 60 

Policy of, in the Indian Archipelago 
not primarily warlike, 65-66 

Three principal points of the policy 
of, in Asia, 66-68 

Resolves to become master of large 
territory of islands stretching from 
Asia to Australia, 68 

Sovereignty of, acknowledged by 
chiefs of Amboyna, 72 

Report current in, that James I had 
ordered seizure of certain Dutch 
East Indiamen, 91 

Treaty of peace of, with Cromwell, 
155 

Colonial system of, based on slave- 
labour, 157-162 

Slave system of, described, 157-162 
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The first European country to send 
a continuous supply of able states¬ 
men to the East, 103 

Houtman, Comelis (de), Indian voyage 
of, CO 

Hugli, Shah Jahan destroys Portuguese 
factory at, 242-243 

The imperial court for the Ganges 
provinces and chief seat of maritime 
trade of Bengal, 244 
English arrive at, in 1650, 244 
Head agency of the English in Bengal 
with control over other smaller sta¬ 
tions, 247 

I 

India, Inquisition established in, 42 
Commercial prosperity of, in the reign 
of Jahangir, 205-206 
Desire for open trade to, gains 
steadily, 268-270 

Low price of territory in, reasons for, 
287 

Military convulsions in, 287 
Decay of English settlements in, 
under the Old Company, 289 

Indian offices, sale of, under Philip II, 
54 

Offices, sale of, under Philip III, a 
source of public revenue, 54 
Coast, English tend to settle on the, 
154 

Indo-Portuguese, degenerate into colonies 
of half-breeds, 39 

Route, western terminus of, block¬ 
aded by the Dutch in 1606, 63 

Inquisition established in India by the 
Dominicans, 42 

Italy, East India Company opens houses 
in, for disposal of Indian goods, 254 

J 

Jacatra, destroyed by the Dutch and re¬ 
built under the name of Batavia, 
70. 110 

Treaty of 1612 securing free trade 
to the Dutch at, 70 
Coen erects a fortified settlement at, 
100 

Dutch capitulate at, 100 

Jahangir refuses to shelter a shipwrecked 
crew, 191 

Complains of exeessiveliberalityof the 
Moghul governor of Gujarat toward 
the English, 202 

Jambi, factories in. turned over to the 
Joint Stock, 287 

James 1, accession of, 7, 45 I 


Puts an end to war with Spain and 
Portugal by treaty of 1604, 9 
Founds Virginia, 11 
Terms of the charter of 1609 of, 11 
Charter of 1609 of, to whom granted, 
11-12 

Present at the launching of the Trades 
Increase, 12-13 

Letter of, to Jahangir in 1607, 19-20 
Proclamation of 1603 of, 45 
Proclamation of 1605 of, 45 
Treaty of peace of 1604 of, 45 
Letter of, to Shah Abbas, 55 
Forbids English Company to provoke 
hostilities with Spain, 82 
Grants patent for a Scottish Company, 
unknown to the London Company, 
89 

Recalls grant for Scotch Company in 
1618, 90 

Demands that Dutch commissioners 
be sent to London, 91 
Reopens negotiations with the Dutch 
in 1618, 91 

Again opens negotiations with the 
Dutch in 1621, 107-108 
Brave words and feeble measures of, 
after Amboyna, 129-134, 154-155 
Offers to become a shareholder in the 
East India Company, 132, 174-175 
Use of torture under, 146-147 
Limits his own royal prerogative of 
monopolies, 191 

Charter of, to the East India Company, 
contains no allusion to the Joint 
•Stock system, 279, 283 
James II of England, 156 
Japan, Captain Saris proceeds to, 21 
Dutch drive Portuguese trade out of,64 
English abandon settlements in, 164 
Japanese tortured and executed at Am¬ 
boyna, 116-117, 128, 148 
Jask and Surat, trade opened between, 
in 1618, 55 

Java, Dutch a power in, 65 

English allowed one-half of the pepper 
trade of, 93 

Unfortunate position of the English in, 
under Anglo-Dutch treaty of 1619, 
110-113 

English i>osition in, after the Am¬ 
boyna tragedy, 150-154 
Jesuits establish the Catholic Church in 
India, 41 

Jews flee from the Spanish Inquisition 
to Amsterdam, 59 

Johor, terms of the compact of, with 
Dutch, 09 

Joint Directorate, divided into six cham¬ 
bers, 61 
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Qualifications for admission to each 
of the six chambers of, 62 
Joint Stock Association, under title of 
United East India Company, 
founded by Dutch in 1602, 60-61 

System, ample capitalization under 
the, 31 

System, summary of commercial re¬ 
sults under the, 31-32 
Jones, Colonel Philip, member of the 
Council of State, chief agent of 
Cromwell in reaching a settlement 
regarding the East India Company's 
trade, 275-276 

Submits his report on the East India 
Company to the Council of State, 
281 

K 

Kathiawar, English agencies in, 201 
Keeling, one of the captains of the third 
expedition of the East India Com¬ 
pany, 9 

Treaty of, with the Zamorin of Calicut, 
53 

Resolves to carry the war against the 
Portuguese into Southern India, 198 

Sails to Malabar in 1616, 201 

L 

Lancaster joins Dutch in an attack on the 
M Portugais," 2 

Commander of a squadron fitted out 
by the East India Company, 2 

Plunders a Portuguese ship, 2-3 

Return of, to England, 3 
Lantor, Dutch expel the English from, 
in 1621-22, 113 

Laud, Archbishop, impeachment of, 186 
Lerma, Spanish minister, 45 
Leyden, fame of, 60 
London merchants bring Eastern griev¬ 
ances to the king, 80-81 

Parliament cashiers the Company's 
governor, 254 

Long Parliament convened, 186 
Lora, Henry, English chaplain at Surat, 
valuable researches of, 206 

M 

Macassar, factories in, turned over to 
the Joint Stock, 287 
Madras, settled by the English in 1639, 
226, 228 

Origin of the name of, 228 

Raised to an independent presidency 
in 1653, 231 

Staff at, reduced by orders from Eng¬ 
land, 231-232 


Made headquarters of England in 
Eastern India, 232 

Controls Bantam and Persian facto¬ 
ries, 247 

Coast factories in dependencies of, 
turned over to the Joint Stock, 287 

Madrid, treaty of, makes peace between 
English and Portuguese in India, 
204 

‘Mahanadi, a river in Orissa, small party 
of English from Masulipatam land 
at, 235 

Malabar temples supposed by Da Gama 
to be Cnristian churches, 40 

Malacca, Portuguese at, attacked by the 
King of Achin, 39 

Captured by the Dutch from the 
Portuguese, 65 

Country around, swears allegiance to 
the Dutch, 69-70 

Malacca, Straits of, a Dutch waterway, 
65 

Masulipatam, on the Bay of Bengal, 20 
Hippon sails to, 221, 223 
Description of, 221-222 
Growth of the trade of, 223 
Chief seaport of Moslem kings of 
Golkonaa, 223 

Dutch and English struggle for, 224- 
225 

English abandon, in 1628, 225 
Famine at, 225-226 

Mercantile system, early enunciation of, 
172 

Metals, precious, measure of a nation's 
wealth, 6 

Michelborne, Sir Edward, disfranchised 
by the East India Company in 1601,8 
Obtains royal license of traae and dis¬ 
covery from James I, 8 
Attacks the Dutch at Bantam, 8 
Plunders a Chinese ship, 8 
Compromises the position of the East 
India Company in the Spice Archi¬ 
pelago, 9 

Middleton, David, one of the captains 
. of the third expedition of the East 
India Company, 9 

Middleton, Captain Sir Henry, com¬ 
mander of the English East India 
Company’s second expedition, 6 
Return of, to England, 6 
Commander of the sixth expedition of 
the English East India Company, 12 
Attempt of, to establish trade with 
the Red Sea, 20 

Reprisals of, arouse Moslems against 
the English, 20 

Attempt of, to trade at Surat frus¬ 
trated by the Portuguese, 20 
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Forced back to old trade stations in 
the Eastern Archipelago, 20 
Lands at Suwali near Surat, 194 
Death of, 13 

Mocha, Van Speult dies in, 151 

Moghul governor forbids all trade on 
shore with the English, 46 
Empire, dependence of, on the Eng¬ 
lish at Surat to hold the sea, 204- 
205 

Empire, development of, as a land 
power, 205 

Rule, beginnings of the downfall of, 
2SS 

Moghuls, Maratha hostility toward the, 
2S7 

Moha, Bay of, Best anchors in, 28 

Moluccas, English reasons for asserting 
right to a factorv in the, 74 
Dutch allow the English one-third of 
the trade of the, 93 

Monopolies abolished by Queen Eliza¬ 
beth in 1601, 7 

Moslem kings of Golkonda advance 
their boundaries totheMadrascoast, 
218 

Mucknell, Captain of the East India 
Company, loyalty of, to Charles 1, 
189 

Mun, Thomas, defends the East India 
Company in his “ Discourse of 
Trade,” 168 

Draws up the “ Remonstrance,” 170 
N 

Naravan (Narrand), Hindu broker of the 
East India Company, 244-245 

Native alliances part of the English 
policy, 110 

Navigation Act of 1651 the foundation 
of English mercantile ascendency, 
270. 277 

Nutmeg Isles, English claim to, 113 
Position of, 113 

Dutch hostility to the English in, 
311 

Dutch drive the English out of, 113- 
124, 157 

O 

Order of Christ, Portuguese, deemed the 
conquest of the Asiatic Ocean a 
continuation of the Crusades. 40 

Orissa, disease and death among English 
crews at, 240-241 

Ormuz captured by the English, 35, 55 
Method of choosing kings of. 55 
Captured by the combined force of 
the Persians and the English, 50 


P 

Parliament, summons of brief, in 1640, 
186 

Hostile attitude of, toward the East 
India Company, 18S-189 
Penkevell, Richard, receives a grant for 
trade with China and the Spice 
Islands, 10 

Pepper, buying and selling prices of, 3 
Persia, Shan of, begs help of France to 
drive the Portuguese from the East 
Indies, 40 

Pestilence follows famine in India, 207 
Petition of Right, 164 
Pettapoli (modern Nizampatam), Hip- 
pon lands at, and founds the first 
English settlement on the Bay of 
Bengal, 220 

Abandoned by the English in 1621, 221 
Resettled by the English in 1633, 221 
Philip II, attitude of, toward the St. 

Thomas Christians, 42-43 
“ Pierre Both,” a mountain in Mauritius 
named after Pieter Both, 79 
Pindar, Sir Paul, partner of Courten in 
his adventures, 179, 180 
Early life of, 180 
Great fortune of, 180 
Loans of, to King Charles I, 180-181 
Diamonds of, used by Buckingham to 
fit out Prince Charles for his wooing 
trip to Madrid, 180 

Plague, presence of, in England in 1602- 
1603, 3 

Plassey, battle of, in 1757, 253 
Porter, Endymion, taken into partner 
ship by Courten and Pindar, 181-182 
Marries niece of Buckingham, 182 
Accompanies King Charles to Spain, 
182 

Appointed groom of King Charles’s 
bed chamber, 182 

Portrait of, in the National Portrait 
Gallery, 182 

Acts as go-between to the court and 
the Company, 182 

East India Company’s fruitless petition 
to Parliament against, 186-187 
Portugal, conflict ot, with England, re¬ 
garding Eastern possessions, 34-35 
Decline of, 35, 36 

Poverty of, in Indian territories, 36, 39 
Indian trade of, dwindles after hej 
\inion with Spain, 44 
Treaty of, with Holland in 1641, 65 
Cromwell enforces English liberty of 
trade in the East Indies upon, 277 
Portuguese, prevent the English from 
landing at Surat in 1611, 25 
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Defeated by Best off Suwali, 25-27 
Routed by Best in two further en¬ 
counters, 28 

Fatalities in battle off Suwali, 28-29 
Decline of the power of, in India, 29 
Galleys and caravels the scourge of 
the Eastern routes, 39 
Resolve to convert St. Thomas Chris¬ 
tians into Catholics, 41 
Religious activity of, 42 
Give Governor of Manila warrant to 
trade with the English, 45 
Fleet, strength of, in 1614-15, 47-48 
Thrice repulsed by Downton’s men 
aboard the Hope , 49 
Galleons, destruction of, 50 
Loss in battle on Jan. 20, 1615, 50 
Refused a truce by the Governor of 
Surat, 50-51 

Attempted blockade of, 51 
Make three more fruitless attacks on 
the English, 51-52 

Armada withdrawn from the attack 
on Downton, 52 

Decline of the power of, in the East, 
53-57 

Command the Persian Gulf by means 
of Ormuz, 55 

Defeated in November, 1620, in the Per¬ 
sian Gulf, 55 

Survivors from Ormuz sent to Goa, 56 
Asiatic empire divided into three 
governments, 57 
Union with Spain, 57 
Defensive alliance with the Dutch 
formed against, 71 
English and Dutch fleets join against, 
in 1602, 75 

Threaten the seacoast of the Moghul 
Empire, 205 

Position of, in India, 218-219 
Pularoon, natives of, bribed not to trade 
with the English, 75 
Surrendered to the English, 90 
Dutch expel the English from, in 
1621-1622, 113 

Restored to the English, 155, 261 
Factories in, turned over to the Joint 
Stock, 287 

Bought by the United Joint Stock, 285 
Pulicat, chief port of Southeastern India, 
10 

English to have free trade at, 93 
Dutch settle at, in 1609, 219 
English land at, in 1620, but leave in 
1623, 220 

Pulipula (identified with Phulpada, the 
old sacred part of Surat), trade of, 
mentioned by Ptolemy in 150 B. c., 
193 


R 

Rajapur, chief inlet of Arabian com¬ 
merce, 215 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, spokesman of the 
war party in England, 45 
Reaal, Laurens, temporary successor of 
Reynst, 86 

Strengthened the fortifications of the 
Dutch throughout the Spice Archi¬ 
pelago, 86 

Extends the Company's commerce, 86 
Improvement of the finances of the 
Dutch under administration of, 
87 

Red Sea, Van Speult sent to the, 151 
“ Remonstrance ” of the English East 
India Company presented to Parlia¬ 
ment in 1628, 169-170 
Drawn up by Thomas Mun and re¬ 
vised by Sir Otto Coke, 170 
Contents of, 170-172 
Reynst, Gerard, a director of the United 
Company at Amsterdam 85 
Second governor-genera of the Dutch 
East Indies, 85, 86 

Drives the English out of Amboyna, 
86 

Chastises Banda chiefs, 86 
Aim of, to close Nutmeg and Clove 
Islands of the Archipelago against 
the English, 86 

Becomes the founder of Dutch trade 
in the Red Sea, 86 
Detaches a squadron to found facto¬ 
ries at Aden and on the Arabian 
coast, 86 
Death of, 86 

Roberts, Lewes, appeal of, to the Long 
Parliament in 1641, 269-270 
Roe, Sir Thomas, sent as ambassador 
by James I, to Jahangir, 196-197 
Granted “ Order ” for trade, 197 
Proceeds to Ajmir, the seat of the 
Moghul court, 197 

Treaty of, rejected by the Imperial 
Court, in the “ draft ” stage, 198 
Contents of the treaty of, 198 
Received permit for English to reside 
in Surat and travel into the interior 
of India, 198 

Receives a grant in 1618 from Prince 
Mirza Khurram, 198 
Rogers, Thorold, political economist, 59 
Rosengyn surrendered to English, 90 
Rupert, Prince, mother of, puts an end* 
to the scheme of a court clique, with 
her son nominally at its head, to 
colonize Madagascar, 178 
Goes off to the siege of Breda, 179 
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Rychant, Sir Peter, seizes three hundred 
bags of pepper in Venice belonging 
to the Company, 254 

S 

Sanuto, Marino, submits his Sccrctum 
Fidelium Cruris to the Pope, 40 
Saris, Captain, of the Clove, receives a 
pass admitting the English to 
friendly trade on the Red Sea, 20-21 
Proceeds to Japan, 21 
With the help of Adams, establishes 
an English factory in Japan, 22 
Scotch charter, danger to the English 
from, 90 

Friendly relations between the Dutch 
and the, IIS-119 

Shah Abbas grants rewards to the Eng¬ 
lish, 56 

Shah Jahan deposed by Aurangzib, 247 
Shah of Persia appeals to France, and 
later to England, to aid in quelling 
the Portuguese, 55 
Sind, English agency at, 201 
Smythe, Thomas, governor of the Eng¬ 
lish East India Company, impris¬ 
oned, 1 

Solemn league and Covenant, 254 
Southampton, treaty of, between King 
Charles I and tne Dutch, 140 
Spain, bankruptcy of, 44 
War tax of, on Portugal, 44 
Hostile attitude of, toward England, 
in 1608-1611, 45 

Cromwell’s West Indian expedition 
against, 277, 278 

Speuh, Herman van, Coen’s instruc¬ 
tions to, 114 

Dutch private view of the proceedings 
of, 124, 132 

Previous intercourse between Tower- 
son and, 134-137 

Appearance of, in Dryden’s “ Tragedy 
of Amboyna,” 155-157 
Spices, buying and selling prices of, 3 
Spinoza gives his genius to Amsterdam, 
59 

States-General of Holland, negotiations 
of, with England after Amboyna 
and tHo persistent claim to supreme 
jurisdiction in the Eastern Archi¬ 
pelago, 132-155 

St. George, Fort, turned over to the 
Joint Stock, 286-2S7 
St. Thomas Christians, all religious proj>- 
ertv of, confiscated and burned, 43 
Al>olished as a separate caste, 43 
Sunda, Straits of, command one en- i 
trance to the Spice Arehi|>elago, 70 I 


Surashtra, province of, at one time in¬ 
cluded Gujarat and part of Kathia¬ 
war, 193 

Surat, English factory established at f 20 
Estuary of, dangerous for navigation, 
26 

Saved by Down ton’s strategy from 
a land attack by Portuguese, 52 
Moghul emperor of, declares himself 
on the siae of English, 53 
Trade opened between Jask and, in 
1618, 55 

Imprisonment of the East India Com¬ 
pany’s servants in, 183-184 
Ancient capital of Gujarat, 193 
In ancient times the chief maritime 
centre of India, 193 
In time blocked by sand-laden ocean 
tides, 193 

The base of English colonization in 
India, 194 

Drawbacks to the East India Com¬ 
pany’s success at, 202 
Dutch settle at. 202-203 
English at, hela responsible for Dutch 
outrages, 203 

English at, utilized by the Moghul gov¬ 
ernment against the Portuguese, 
203-204 

Portuguese defeated by the English 
off, 204 

English president of, recognized as 
cnief of his countrymen in India, 
206 

Prosperity of the English factory at, 
206 

Famine in, 207 

Rebuilding of trade at, at the close of 
the famine, 207 

Factory dominates the western coast 
line of communication, cutting in 
two Portuguese lines, 208, 212 
English factory at, becomes a sea-de¬ 
fence of the Moghul Empire, 210 
Factors carry on private trade, 210 
President of, commissions a squadron 
in 1628 to wage war on Portuguese, 
210 

Factory at, seized by Moghuls to 
avenge English piracies in Red Sea, 
211 

President and Council of the factory 
at, imprisoned by Moghuls, 211 
President and Council of the factory 
at, released by Moghuls on payment 
of a fine, 211, 212 

Factory protests against Weddell’s 
usurpation, 212, 214 
Faetorv, independent growth of the, 
216-217 
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Madras subordinate to the presidency 
of, 247 

Dutch fleet threatens the Englishfac- 
torv at, 260 

President of, and viceroy of Goa enter 
into negotiations, 261-262 
Old Company’s factory at, turned over 
to the Joint Stock, 286 
Castle seized and town pillaged, 287 
With subordinate agencies, to be sole 
presidency of the Joint Stock in 
India, 289 

Suwali, Best’s famous fight off, 15 
Captain Best’s defeat of a Portuguese 
fleet off, 25-28 
Position of, 26 
Famine in, 207 

Synod of Diamper, 43 

T 

Tables: 

a. The fifteen separate voyages of the 
Dutch to the Indies, 292 

b. Ships sent on the first voyage of the 
English East India Company in 
1601, 292 

c. The first nine voyages of the Eng¬ 
lish East India Company, 293 

d. Marine records of the four voyages 
of the first Joint Stock, 294 

Talikot, battle of, in 1565, 218 

Tapti, a river of the Bombay presidency, 
26 

Ternate, in the Moluccas, shakes off the 
Portuguese yoke, 39 
Sultan of, enters into an alliance with 
the Dutch for protection against a 
Spanish-Portuguese armada, 72 
Sultan of, friendly to English, 76 

Tidore, king of, appeals to England in 
1605 for help against the Dutch, 76 

Torbay, squadron of the East India Com¬ 
pany starts from, 2 

Towerson, Gabriel, chief agent of the 
English East India Company at 
Amboyna, 118 

Seized and imprisoned by the Dutch, 
118 

Declares his innocence, 123, 125 
Alone specified by name in Dutch ac¬ 
cusation of the Amboyna victims, 
124 

Innocence of, asserted on a bill of 
debt, 125 

Dying declaration of, written in a 
Bible, 125 
Torture of, 127 

Marries the widow of Captain William 
Hawkins, 134 


Confiding character of, and his friend¬ 
ship for Van Speult, 134-139 
Execution of, 127-128, 136 
Burned by the natives at Bantam, 
13 

Treaty, dated Westminster, July 10,1654 
between King John IV of Portugal 
and Oliver Cromwell, marks the 
end of the old Portuguese monop¬ 
oly, 57 

Of 1619 between Dutch and English, 
terms of, 92-94 

Of 1619 to be binding for twenty 
years, 94 

Of 1619 between England and Hol¬ 
land, 109-110, 113, 143, 145 
Of Southampton, 140 
Of Surat, in 1634-35, the basis of the 
settlement of the Indies, 210 
Truce of 1634-35 between the Viceroy of 
Goa and the English of Surat, 209 
Turkey, English diplomatic relations 
with, 278 

Company, faulty analogy of the, 
with East India Company, 277-278 
Company, East India Company origi¬ 
nally but slightly different from the, 
280 

Twelve Years’ Truce of 1609, 78 


U 

United Dutch Company, a national 
force in Holland, 63 

United East India Company founded 
by Dutch in 1602, 61 
Joint directorate of the, 61 
Committee (or Council) of Seventeen 
of the, 61 

Directly supervised by the Dutch gov¬ 
ernment, 61-62 

United Joint Stock, struggle of, to ob¬ 
tain money, 267-268 
Unable to cope with existing condi¬ 
tions, 268-269 

Recommended by the Council of State, 
281-282 

Charter of, authorized by the govern¬ 
ment on February 10, 1657, 282 
Contents of the charter of, 282 
Original charter of, lost, 282 
Periodical settlements of, 284-285 . 
Resolves to unite Guinea and Indian 
trade, 284-285 

Subscription rates and rules governing, 
285 

Capitalization of, 285 
Takes' properties of individual ad¬ 
venturers in India at a valuation, 
285 
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Buys up factories, forts, etc., of the 
Old Company, 2S5 
Officers of, 2So, 2S6 
Provides safeguards for its own 
monopoly, 286 

Dividends of, paid in cash, 2S6 
Re-establishes the Old Company’s set¬ 
tlements in the East, 289 
Purchases Fort Comantine, 2S9 
Resolves to fortify St. Helena, 289 

Upper India yields fine cotton fabrics, 
dyes, and indigo, 201 

V 

Van den Broeck, Dutch trade-director 
at Surat, 202-203 

Verholt, Dutch commander at Batavia, 
shows kindness to English, 152 


Vijayanagar, Hindu suzerainty of, des¬ 
troyed, 21S 

Virginia, grant of James I to found, 11 
W 

Weddell, headquarters of, at Rajapur on 
the Bombay coast, 212 
Goes to Goa and lands his goods there, 

212 

Cuts in two the English line of commu¬ 
nication between Surat and Goa, 
212 

Secures support of the king of Bija- 
pur, 215 

X 

Xavier, St. Francis, establishes the 
Catholic Church in India, 41 
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